
1 
 

Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the  

17th January 2017 at 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall 

 

1.0 Attendance 

Cllrs:  Hamilton (Vice Chair), Edmonds, Medd, Ashworth, Heywood & Spittles. 

County & District Cllr Julian. 

Members of the public. 

Apologies 

Cllrs: Hill & Taylor. 

2.0 Public Commnt Session 

Mr Willetts reported that he had spoken to SW Highways (pm of 17.01.2017), with regards 

to the blocked drain on Copper Hill.  According to Highways there is no movement to resolve 

the situation. 

Mr Willetts asked that given Highways concern regarding the potential cost of repair, how 

does the Parish Council see this fits in with the District Councils new responsibilities for 

allocating Highways maintenance money around the District? 

Skanska will be taking over the contract from SW Highways, therefore there will be a settling 

in period.  It is hoped that there will be a better service.  The Neighbourhood Technician for 

the Parish is Mrs Pepworth, whom the Parish Council now meets on a regular basis. 

*See further updates on blocked drain below item 7.0 * 

3.0 Declarations of Personal/Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda. 

Cllr Edmonds declared an interest for items 16.0 and 16.3. 

4.0 Minutes of the previous meeting to be signed and approved as a true and accurate record 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record, signed by the Vice Chair. 

5.0 Clerks Report 

a. BT removal of phone boxes consultation – response form BT re: retaining Bucks Cross kiosk 

The consultation period ends 17th February 2017.  Comments from the Parish Council were 

submitted on the 3rd January 2017.  Action:  The Clerk to confirm that the comments were 

received. 

b. New Bucks Cross Bus Shelter -  The Bus Shelter has been ordered with delivery at Cllr 

Heywood’s.  The Clerk is liaising with Mr Glover with regards to the works.  A grant, support 

by Cllr Julian, has been submitted to Devon County Council.  The decision is due by the end 

of March 2017. 

6.0 Planning 

Applications 

None 

Decisions 
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1/1130/2016/FUL – Agricultural livestock building, Satchfield, Cranford. Application granted. 

7.0 Highways 

Woolsery 

TAP Fund 2015/2016 

Cllr Hamilton & Edmonds met with the Community Payback Team, where the areas of work 

were agreed.  These include; Old Pound Bridge, Ashmansworth Bridge, Lane Mill Bridge, 

Corner of C505, Springfield Nursey, Ashcroft Bridge, Maids Moor and Venn Bridge.  Work will 

include the cleaning of gullies and any debris. 

The cost of the work above is £450.00.  Cllr Ashworth proposed to approve the cost, 

seconded by Cllr Medd.  All in agreement. 

Cllr Hamilton is still pursuing for a list of works that is carried out by the Parish Lengthsman, 

in order to ensure that there is no duplication by the Parish Council. 

Blocked Drain, Copper Hill 

Highways has identified that there are two blockages, which are on the C505 main road from 

the Farmers Arms and C515, Copper Hill. Both areas are blocked with 803 debris and cannot 

be removed with jetting. 

Mrs Pepworth has requested that capital funds are to be set aside in the new financial year 

(2017-2018), so that work can take place to replace the stretch of pipe, removing the 

blockages.  It was asked whether the Parish Council, Highways and the Manor could liaise 

with each other, so that any works to be carried out on the Highways can take place at the 

same time, to minimise disruption. 

Mr Willetts stated that following his conversation with Highways (17.01.17), it appeared that 

no details had been record on file since the middle of November 2016.  Therefore, and 

despite the report from Mrs Pepworth above, how does the Parish Council know that this 

has been carried out.  Cllr Hamilton responded that the information from Mrs Pepworth had 

been received via email, that the Parish Council is happy to share.  Action:  The Clerk to 

forward the email from Highways to Mr Willetts. 

Mirrors, Cranford Cross & Chapel Street  

Cllr Heywood stated that he will erect these within the next 10 days. 

Bucks Cross 

Traffic Calming Signs 

See County/District Cllr Julian’s report below, item 19 

Existing Bus Shelter (Cost of layers of paint & anti-vandal paint, and action on painting) 

There are two alternatives for five litres of anti-vandal paint, Dulux £145.00 or Hamilton 

£99.99.  There is also a need for Santex paint, a total cost of £175.00 + vat.  

Following further discussion, it was agreed to discuss the way forward with Mike Smith to 

see which product/s would be best to use.  
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Action:  Cllr Hamilton agreed to discuss with Mike Smith, to report at the February 

meeting. 

Drop Down Kerb 

Action:  Woolsery Parish Council to send a letter to Mr Anstie, regarding the support for 

capital funds in April 2017 

Road to Slipway 

Due to the changes from SW Highways to Skanska, this area of work is on hold. 

8.0 Update: Name of common lane that connects Back Street & Chapel Street 

Two letters have been received, outstanding includes Mr Birch and the resident at Ladywell. 

Action:  The Clerk to send the letter to Cllr Hamilton, who will forward letter Mr Birch.  Cllr 

Medd agreed to speak to the resident of Ladywell. 

The cost of installing the signs is £250.00. Cllr Medd proposed to authorise the amount.  

Seconded by Cllr Spittles.  All present were in favour.   

When installed Torridge District Council will be responsible for maintenance. The Clerk has 

requested a letter in writing. 

9.0 Woolsery DAAT Night Landing Site (Cllr Edmonds) 

Cllr Edmonds will be attending a meeting with DAAT and the landowner of the preferred site 

on the 18th January 2017.  The preferred site is the School Playing Field, with the Hall being 

the second choice.  Matt Cole (Principal of Woolsery School) is in agreement with the site 

location, however governors’ approval is required. 

The cost of lights and equipment is £6500.  DAAT will fund approximately £1500 with the 

remaining amount to be raised via the community. Cllr Edmonds is to establish whether the 

Sports & Community Hall will finically support.  Funds are also available through Cllr Julian 

and the New Homes Bonus Scheme. 

Action:  Cllr Edmonds to report at the next meeting.  The Clerk to write the New Homes 

Bonus grant application. 

10.0 Research on the impact of the St Ives second homes policy and what is changing  with 

regards to affordable housing. (Cllr Hill) 

Cllr Hill was not present, therefore this agenda as deferred until the next meeting. 

11.0 Update regarding DCC providing information on any work carried out on footpath (Cllr 

Ashworth) 

Cllr Ashworth has received a report.  UCR301, unclassified donkey track up to Cranford has 

not been checked.  There has been no notification with regards to the blocked pathways at 

Steart Farm.  The PROW (Public Rights of Way) person was contacted and reported the 

pathway as passable. 

12.0 Parish Council Objectives 2017 

Suggestions raised included: 
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 Ensuring that the Parish is ready for the opening of Farmers Arms and the Manor Inn 

e.g. clean signs, flowers, grass trimmed, etc. 

 Cllr Hamilton suggested that the Parish Council could work with the Village Fayre 

Committee, to see if the event could be moved back into the street, to coincide with the 

re-opening of the Manor. 

 There are a number of road signs which are dirty and have lost their reflective qualities.  

It was suggested that the Welcome to Woolsery signs need replacing.  Cllr Edmonds 

stated that he had previously reported all bent signs as a road hazard.  Cllr Hamilton 

asked if it was a project in which the Community Payback Team could help, by carrying 

out an audit of the signs within the Parish, providing a report/photographs for the 

Parish Council.  

 Cllr Ashworth raised the problems of increasing dementia in rural areas, particularly 

farmers.  There is a Devon Rural Dementia Initiative (Dementia Friendly Towns).  Action:  

Cllr Spittles agreed to research the initiative and report back at the next meeting 

 Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) ‘Our Outdoors’ (formally Best Kept Village) 

Competition could be something for the future 

 In terms of communication it was questioned whether A5 copies of the minutes could 

be available within the post offices, church and fish & chip shop?  Action:  It was agreed 

to trial this. 

13.0 TAP Fund 2016/2017 – Confirmation from TDC re drainage clearance 

This TAP fund can be used for this, as long as it does not replicate work carried out by 

Highways.  The Clerk is waiting for Parkham Parish Council to agree a joint application, which 

has to be submitted by the end of February. 

14.0 Parish Website Update 

The Clerk has now received training from Kieran Spittles and will not manage the site.  

Action:  Cllrs to check content, emailing any errors to the Clerk.  

Cllr Hamilton stated that there is a small cost incurred by Kieran Spittles, who will submit a 

receipt for payment. 

The domain name/Wix account has been settled.  Cllr Edmonds will now transfer the domain 

name to the Parish Council. 

15.0 Communications Policy 

Making decisions via email should be included within the Policy.  Action: The Clerk to review 

standing orders and include in the Policy.  Email to Cllrs for a decision at the February 

meeting. 

16.0 Finance 

Payments to be authorises 

a) Lisa Hutchings, December 2016 - £261.97 

b) HMRC 20% Tax, December 2016 - £65.49 

c) Ben Stoneman, Grass Cutting - £1250.00 

d) SLCC Membership - £93.00 
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e) Cllr R Edmonds, Website - £74.25 

Cllr Medd proposed to authorise items a to d, seconded by Cllr Edmonds. All in favour. 

Cllr Medd proposed to authorise item e, seconded by Cllr Spittles.  All in favour. 

16.1 Repair / Replace bench road Bucks Cross to Bucks Mills (Cllr Spittles) 

Waiting to hear from the Braund Society, however should they wish to make a donation this 

can be done at a later date. 

The concrete is solid and cannot see any problems in installing new wooden slats.  It was 

agreed to progress with the cost of £254.44 (M Smith).  Proposed by Cllr Heywood and 

seconded by Cllr Spittles.  All in favour. 

16.3 Parish Council Grants 2016/2017 – Three from outside the area to be revised. 

Cllr Edmonds declared an interest and left the room. 

The three applications submitted include, Torridge Neighbourhood Watch, Torridge 

Volunteer Cars and Torridge & West Devon CAB.  The Clerk read out a report from the 

Torridge Volunteer Cars, which currently supports 22 residents within the Parish. 

It was agreed to approve a grant of £150.00 to Torridge Volunteer Cars.  Proposed by Cllr 

Medd, seconded by Cllr Ashworth.  Those present were in favour. 

16.4 Setting of Woolsery Parish Council Precept 2017 / 2018 

The Clerk went through each budget heading making any amendments as required.  Cllr Ashworth 

proposed to keep the Precept at £11,669.  Seconded by Cllr Hamilton. Those present were in 

favour. Action:  The Clerk to submit the Precept form by 27th January. 

16.5 Income received & Bank Account Balance  

TAP Fund income £1035.00.  Current account £7814.22.  Reserve account £13,293.75 

17.0 Correspondence for discussion 

None 

18.0 Publications received 

Were available to Cllrs. 

19.0 Reports by County, District & Parish Councillors 

County & District Cllr Julian 

 Bucks Cross Traffic Calming Gates to be installed in March 2017. 

 Bucks Cross Village Hall has requested funding to assist with their kitchen.  Action:  The 

Clerk to forward Graham Shackson’s email to Cllr Julian. 

 There has been additional funding support from Central Government for potholes. 

 Cllr Julian sits on the Health & Wellbeing Committee, where they are working hard to 

save Barnstaple Hospital Services. 

 New Homes Bonus – Cllr Julian still has unallocated funds.  It was agreed to submit an 

application for the DAAT landing site, as reported above. 
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Parish Councillors 

Cllr Spittles:  Concerns have been raised with regards to the turning off on the A39 into the 
Old Main Road at Bucks Cross (opposite affordable housing).  At present, there is nothing to 
show that there is a turning, e.g. no reflective sign, lighting or cat’s eyes.  It was questioned 
whether Highways could install some reflective posts?   Action:  Cllr Hamilton agreed to 
speak to take advice before progressing with Highways. 
 
It was also noted that the turning towards Woolsery from Clovelly A39 is also a problem. 
 
In terms of affordable housing, how is the Parish Council aware when they become 
available?  The Parish Council receive a weekly list from Torridge District Council, which will 
be placed on our website. 
 
The conditions of Steart Farm have been approved and work on Route 39 has started.  Cllr 
Edmonds stated that some of the conditions had been discharged.  A copy of the letter is 
available on the planning portal.  It was report that a parishioner is in contact with Torridge 
District Council, however there has been no response.  Cllr Julian agreed to deal with this.  It 
was noted that there is a lot of litter at Steart Farm.  Action:  Cllr Hamilton agreed to write a 
letter to Richard Bence, Chair of Governors.  
 
Cllr Medd: Noted that the areas had been cut back by the Farmers Arms, which has made 

visibility a lot better. 

Cllr Heywood: Agreed to speak to farmers regarding easement. 

Commented that this year’s hedge trimming by Highways was of very poor quality and that 

the Parish Council, who have in the past written to Highways in praise of their work ought, 

this year, write noting the drop in standards and environmental awareness 

20.0 Date & Time of Next Meeting 

21st February 2017, Bucks Cross Village Hall at 7.30pm. 


