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Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the 
15th October 2019 at 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall 

 
1.0  Attendance 

Parish Cllrs: Hamilton, M Hill, Heywood, Spittles, Ashworth, Lucas-Odgers, S Hill, Hastings and Harding (also 

District Cllr) 

District Cllr Dart and County Cllr Inch 

Members of the public 

 

2.0  Apologies 

Cllr Inch apologised for being late. 

 

3.0   Public Comment Session 

Coby Bryant presented the Community Clear Up Day in conjunction with Woolsery Youth Club, which takes 

place on the 24th October. There will also be a coffee morning from 10am to 12pm in the Church. 

Photographs have been taken of the areas to be cleaned, which includes the weeds on the bridge at 

Cranford, as well as clearing the sides of the roads and pavements.   

 

Any support from the Parish Council towards the equipment would be much appreciated. Thanks to Martin 

Hill who has donated the hi-vis vests. 

 

Mr Willetts highlighted the exchange of emails between himself and Torridge District Council’s solicitor 

today. He stated that that the response was unbelievable and has escalated the situation way past what it 

needs to be.  He went onto say that there is no way the situation will be resolved at a lower level and this 

places the Parish Council in a more serious position.  Timescales will be reduced as a result of the process, of 

which the Parish Council will have to wait and see the outcome.   

 

Mr Willetts stated that it is rather unfortunate that when you try to do the right thing you are faced by a 

level of arrogance and ignorance on these matters. He went onto say that the Parish Council should know 

what they are talking about and, at the moment, the Parish Council has a lot to answer for.   

 

Mrs Bonnefin highlighted that the roads around Ashmansworthy (East Ash Hill to Jasmine Cottage) had been 

patched, although there are several holes that still require attention.  

 

The matter concerning Mrs Catt’s property was raised.  It was noted that an email had been received from 

Mrs Catt and will be discussed.  

 

East Ash Hill, especially at the East Ash Farm turning, remains bad. Action:  The Clerk to raise again with Cllr 

Parsons and Vikki Braddon. 

 

 

4.0 Declarations of Personal / Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda 

None 

5.0 Minutes of the previous meeting to be approved and signed as a true and accurate record 

The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 

6.0 Clerks Report 

• Higher Town Farm – TDC Enforcement (GDPR Information update) – No update received from Torridge 

District Council. It was noted that the Enforcement Officer had retired, hence why there has been no 

response. The Clerk to liaise with TDC. 

 

• Defib Cases and Woolsery Pads – The Defib cases have been given to Alan Millman to complete 

replacement, with replacement pads being ordered for Woolsery. 

 

• Parish Council Laptop – Funding has been secured for the County and District Councillors.  Once funds 

have been received the Clerk will order. 

 

• Disabled Access Sign (end of Village Green) – Highways have agreed to mark an Access Protection 

Marking (APM) at this location. There will be a 16-20-week period for the APM to be marked.  Following 

a discussion, it was asked whether the disabled parking space, which is no longer required be removed 

at the same time.  Action: The Clerk to liaise with Highways.   

 

• Permission for digital maps to be used on PC website – The maps licence is in place, which will cover 

digital maps on the website.  Action:  The Clerk to check the map, before placing on the website. 

 

• Photographic Competition – Deadline is the 31st October 2019. 

 

• Black Bag Distribution – 9th November from 10am to 12pm, Woolsery Sports & Community Hall. 

 

• Rural Bus Campaign – 19th October from 11am to 2pm in Barnstaple Library.  Cllr Hamilton / Cllr 

Heywood to attend. 

 

8.0 Request for funding from Coby Bryant 

Following the letter and presentation, Cllr Hamilton proposed a donation of £50 from the Parish Council 

towards the equipment.  Seconded by Cllr Hill, all in agreement.  

 

9.0 Planning 

Applications 

None 

Decisions & Appeals – FYI 

None 
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10.0 Progress of Highways Issues 

Woolsery 

• Ashmansworthy Road Repairs – Email from Highways states “The Ashmansworthy works came under the 

“reactive” umbrella, i.e. not being noticed, given three months for closures, etc. 

DCC has historically repaired only potholes that meet the safety defect criteria. They have started to trial 

a new way of dealing with multiple defect reports.  The focus on safety defects and continual reductions 

in budgets had led the service to focus on repairs that removed the immediate hazard but not 

necessarily addressing the root cause of the problem.    

 

If a road closure is in force there should be full signage, compliant with chapter 8.”  Vikki Braddon has 

asked the reactive team to review what happened at Ashmansworthy.  On a positive note, 

Ashmansworthy has had a more robust repair. 

 

• Lane Mill Bridge - Action:  The Clerk to obtain an update from Highways. 

 

• Cllr Ashworthy stated that he had tried to report the condition of the road between the School and 

Duerdon Cross via an online conversation, requesting an inspection.  Unfortunately, the individual on the 

helpline took too long to respond, and consequently the request has not followed through as no way to 

request inspection.  Action: The Clerk to raise request for inspection of road with Highways 

 

• Cllr Hamilton noted that Highways are advertising for a 12-month temporary replacement for Julian 

Roskilly (Parish’s Highways Officer). It is hoped that this person will be in post by December. 

 

Bucks Cross 

• Fencing at Bucks Mills – update on sections needing more immediate attention (Cllr Hamilton & Cllr 

Spittles) – Cllr Hamilton gave photographs of the sections to Cllr Spittles and Cllr Lucas-Odgers to review 

and feedback. 

 

11.0 Defibrillator in the Phone Box on Village Green (Clerk & Cllr Hamilton) 

In terms of moving the Phone Box to Woolsery, BT has stated that they would not be able to assist and are 

only responsible for removing the equipment and disconnecting the power. 

The BT contract for the adoption has been received.  Action:  Cllrs to review prior to signing at the November 

meeting. 

Other points to consider include, planning permission to remove and replace it, as well as the costs involved.  

Cllr Spittles reminded the Parish Council that the kiosk was on private property. There were concerns 

regarding the power cables going into the kiosk and the potential risk involved in undertaking the removal of 

the kiosk. It was also suggested purchasing a similar kiosk could be a less expensive, and a less risky, option 

than removing and relocating the kiosk at Bucks Cross.  Action:  The Clerk and Cllr Hamilton to work on a 

project plan, undertaking a risk assessment. 

 

12.0 Cllrs Community Project Fund – Progress Report Cllr Hill  

No update. 
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13.0 West Town – Auction Way PRoW stile repair update (Cllr Ashworth)  

The response from Martin Caddy states that this is not a priority.  They are waiting for a price from a 

contractor, but in the interim it can be isolated if it is a safety concern.  

 

14.0 Neighbourhood Plan (Cllr Hamilton) 

Following the review of Woolsery and Bucks Cross sections in the Torridge and North Devon Local Plan, it 

was noted that within the Woolsery section, it states that the sewage treatment work has limited capacity 

for up to approximately 15 dwellings.  When clarifying this last year, it was confirmed by SWW that the 

capacity would cover another 135 dwellings.  Action:  The Clerk to clarify. 

Following discussion, it was agreed to update a Parish Plan, as opposed to producing a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Action: Cllr Hamilton to progress 

 

15.0 Planting of wildflower and potential funding (Cllr Lucas-Odgers) 

Cllr Lucas-Odgers will liaise with Robert Stoneman, who cuts in verge for the Parish Council, in terms of 

suitable areas to plant wildflowers and limit the sowing of the flowers to areas where grass cutting is in 

control of Parish Council.  County Cllr Inch offered £200 towards the project.  Action:  The Clerk to submit 

the grant application. 

 

16.0 Policies for approval (Clerk) 

Policies for approval included, Financial Regulations 2019, Risk Register and Risk Management.  Cllr Hamilton 

proposed to approve the policies, seconded by Cllr Spittles.  All in agreement. 

 

17.0 Parish Council e-newsletter (Cllr Hamilton & Cllr Lucas-Odgers) 

Following research it was agreed to use Survey Monkey to obtain the opt-ins, and Mail Chimp to send out 

the newsletter.  The Clerk will post the opt-in link on the Parish Council’s website and social media pages. 

Action: Cllrs Lucas-Odgers and Hamilton to agree wording of opt-in and forward to Clerk 

 

18.0 Finance 

 

18.1 Payments to be authorised 

a) Lisa Hutchings, September 2019 - £333.25 

b) HMRC 20% Tax, September 2019 - £83.31 

c) Galleon Supplies, Black Bags - £1091.76 

d) DALC membership - £267.32 

e) Royal British Legion Wreath - £17.00 

Cllr Spittles proposed to authorise items a and b, seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in agreement. 

Cllr Hamilton proposed to authorise items c and e, seconded by Cllr Lucas Odgers.  All in agreement. 

Cllr Hamilton proposed to authoriser item d, seconded by Cllr Harding.  All in agreement. 

Cllr Heywood kindly offered to lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council 
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18.2 Income received and bank account balance 

Torridge District Council – 2nd Precept Instalment - £6250.00. 

Current account - £4646.00 Reserve account - £20,817.98 

The Clerk stated that the precept amount of £6250.00, had been transferred into the reserve account. 

 

19.0 Correspondence 

• Torridge District Council – Draft Supplementary Planning Documents on Air Quality, Leadengate Design 

Guide and Rural Workers’ Dwellings are open for consultation from the 26th September to the 8th 

November 2019. 

 

• Mr Willetts email dated 6th October 2019 was noted. 

 

• Mrs M Catt email dated 7th October raised concerns were regards to the blocked gullies, which are 

causing her windows to be soaked with dirty water by traffic passing at speed and splashing. Action:  Cllr 

Heywood agreed to look at the gullies.  The Clerk to respond to Mrs Catt. 

 

20.0 Publications 

Were available to look at prior to and after the meeting. 

 

21.0 Reports from County Cllr, District Cllrs and Parish Cllrs 

County Cllr Inch 

• Updated those present on the temporary replacement for Julian Roskilly. It was noted that Vikki Braddon 

has been very helpful. 

• In terms of the wildflower, Highways had previously put out white markers, preventing them from 

cutting specified areas. Action:  Cllr Inch will find out if this is still a possibility. 

• Re Mrs Catt’s email, if required send details and Cllr Inch will follow up with Vikki Braddon. 

• There has been fewer potholes reported this year compared to 2018. 

• The A39, Bucks Cross Straight, is in bad condition. Action:  The Clerk to email Cllr Inch with details. 

• Highways are fully stocked with salt, if the parish need any information Highways. 

• Following the DCC’s declaration to become carbon neutral by 2050, new technology for cutting roads is 

being tested using warm ash felt, which has a 7.5% reduction in carbon. 

• Devon County Council owns 69 farms, total acres of 10,000.  As part of Carbon Neutral, DCC are looking 

at the introduction of carbon reduction policies, which includes set aside and tree planting 

• It was noted that the bends on the road from Bucks Cross to Woolsery are still flooding and the verge 

needs to be repaired.  Action:  Cllr Inch will report this.   

 

District Cllr Dart 

• Torridge District Council (TDC) has adopted the climate emergency, with the aim of becoming carbon 

neutral by 2030, inline with Devon County Council and Somerset.  

• TDC has been working with Exeter and Plymouth Universities with regards to planning documents. A 

working group meeting took place looking at how to incorporate environmental changes into future 

planning, ensuring that any changes are balanced and approached in the right way. 

• Contracts have been exchanged on Brunswick Wharf subject to planning.  



6 
 

• TDC has been awarded funding from the Future High Streets Fund, which will see investment into 

Bideford. 

• Cllr Dart has met the Chair of Bideford Chamber of Commerce, Jane Maynard, supporting them with the 

development of a digital work hub, a directory of local businesses and suppliers, which anyone can 

access. 

• TDC is in the process of reviewing the constitution. 

• This week is local democracy week, students from Bideford College will visit TDC on Friday. TDC is keen 

to involve young people in their work. 

• TDC are obliged to review the Torridge & North Devon Local Plan every five years.  This is being done 

within working group meetings.  As Parish Cllrs any issues can be raised with TDC. 

• There was an NHS presentation at Cedars in Barnstaple.  Action:  Cllr Dart to forward the presentation 

• Work continues on the potential re-opening of Appledore Shipyard. 

• Email received today Janet Williams (TDC) with reference to Bucks Mills Drainage Issues.  Action:  The 

Clerk to forward to Cllrs, agenda item for November. 

• Cllr Dart noted that Nigel Marshall, Enforcement Officer has retired. 

 

Parish Councillors 

Cllr Spittles 

• Bucks Cross Village Hall has now got a stepped entrance. 

• It was questioned what was happening with Brackenside.  There has been no maintenance on the house, 

and no further updates. Action:  The Clerk to write to Sarah Chappell at TDC. 

Cllr Heywood 

• There was a kind offer of a Christmas Tree, however on inspection it appears too large for the green.  

• The new Woolsery village sign at West Town hides the 30mph sign.  Action:  The Clerk to write to 

Highways.  

 

Cllr M Hill 

• Could the builders at the bottom of Cranford be asked not to park their vehicles on the corner, as this is 

dangerous? 

• Asked if TDC were involved with the BB Expo at Bideford College. Cllr Dart stated that they were not. 

 

Cllr Hamilton 

• Attended the Highways Conference at Filleigh.  The widening of the link road will start in 2021, a map 

was circulated.  Cllr Hamilton has subscribed to the Highways newsletter. 

 

Cllr Lucas-Odgers 

• There is the possibility of a donation of blubs to be planted around the new signs. This donation was 

welcomed and it was suggested that an aim should be to liaise with the school and to get children 

involved in the planting. 

 

22.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

19th November 2019 at Woolsery Sports & Community hall at 7.30pm. 

 


