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Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the 
17th December 2019 at 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall 

 
1.0  Attendance 

Parish Cllrs: Hamilton, M Hill, Ashworth, Heywood, Spittles, Lucas-Odgers, S Hill, Hastings and Harding (also 

District Cllr) 

Members of the public 

 

2.0  Apologies 

County Cllr Inch. 

 

3.0   Public Comment Session 

Mr Willetts stated: 

The local government ombudsman exceeded time allowed for a formal response, however details how now 

been received, and they will be notifying the Council on the 2nd January 2020. 

The main issues outstanding include: 

1) Ongoing issues in the village, relating to a planning application for the drainage on Auction Way Car Park, 

which has not been approved by Torridge District Council Planning, despite the work being carried out. 

Highways and South West Water have not responded to the regulatory responsibilities regarding the 

constraints placed on the works. 

2) Mr Willetts stated that he had asked for his statement relating to the above to be placed in the minutes, 

which was not, therefore this has also formed part of the formal complaint. 

 

• Work on the Manor has commenced against planning law.   

• The drain situated on Copper Hill was meant to be have been sorted, however with the recent weather, 

water has been gushing out on to the road, causing flooding the village. 

• The LPG gas cylinders in front of the Manor are open to view and accessible from the road and primary 

school, causing a health and safety issue.  Health and safety were negative with their response, and this 

has been included in the formal complaint. 

The formal complaint will be dealt with in January, including meetings with legal advisers soon after to 

commence the continuing protocol to the Secretary of State. 

The formal complaint splits into two sections: 

1. Inspectorate of Planning 

2. First level of the civil courts 

 

Mrs Bonnefin 

• The pothole at the bottom of Ashmansworthy hill (right) has not been done. 

• The patching works up East Ash Hill has now disappeared, leaving large holes, with the road eroding. 

Action:  The Parish Clerk to report Ashmansworthy pothole and to raise the concerns and an email from 

Highways regarding East Ash Hill with Bradworthy Parish Council  
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Mr Willetts stated – Having advised the Parish Council of the above situation, is there no interest from any 

Parish Councillors to understand what is being said and the implications?  The Chair confirmed that as stated 

in previous written correspondence to Mr Willetts, whilst legal action being taken by him against the Parish 

Council is yet to be resolved, the Parish Council will not enter further discussion or correspondence on these 

matter. 

Mr Willetts stated that he did not say this, and that the Parish Council complaint was regarding the 

constitution and the code of practice.  The formal complaint is in two parts, 1) planning and 2) first level of 

civil courts, which does not affect the Parish Council. 

It was noted that these matters have been dealt with by Torridge District Council. 

 

4.0 Declarations of Personal / Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda 

Cllrs Lucas-Odgers and Hastings declared an interest for the Parking and Shop Scaffolding below. 

 

5.0 Minutes of the previous meeting to be approved and signed as a true and accurate record 

The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chair. 

 

 

6.0 Clerks Report 

• Higher Town Farm – TDC Enforcement, timescales update – The matter will be raised at the next 

Enforcement meeting, if the decision is made to take further legal action, it will inevitably take several 

months to complete. 

 

• Defibrillator Cases – Heartbeat Trust have confirmed in writing that the cases are suitable for installation 

in direct sunlight, therefore Alan Millman will now progress with the changes. 

 

• Parish Council Laptop – Full funding now received. 

 

• Road from School to Duerdon Cross – Request for assessment of road condition submitted to Highways, 

it was noted that some potholes had been filled.  

 

• Bideford & Northam Rural Advisory Group Meeting – Cllr Hill – Discussion regarding roads and gullies, 

which is the same problem for all Parish Councils.  Cllr Hill reported that it had been suggested that 

parishes explore how they can work together in maybe getting a team together to clear gullies and 

buddle holes, etc, like the previous lengthsman scheme.  It may be done under the auspices of the 

County Cllrs, but it is very early stages, and Cllr Hill will liaise with Cllr Inch. Cllr Hamilton suggested that 

the model used by Northam Town Council could be explored for a cluster of Parish Councils. 

Hugh Bone from Abbotsham Parish Council raised concerns with Westward Ho! Tip eroding into the 

Torridge and Taw. 

 

7.0 Planning 

Applications 

1/1065/2019/TRE – Works to trees covered by TPO/0002/1967 and TPO/0004/2016, Bideford Bay Holiday 

Village, Bucks Cross.  The Parish Council recommends that the work is inspected before and after to ensure 

that the TPOs are respected and adhered to. 
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Decisions & Appeals – FYI 

1/0839/2019/FUL – Side extension to incorporate two storey extension over existing extension.  2 Cranford 

Cross, Woolsery.  Application granted. 

1/0874/2019/FUL – Proposed steel portal frame agricultural livestock building. Lower Alminstone, Woolsery.  

Application granted. 

 

8.0 Progress of Highways Issues 

a. Finger Posts – The order has been placed and sent to contractors, who will erect most of the signs 

before the end of the financial year, at a cost of £1000. 

 

b. Review of Parish Priority Roads - Following discussion priority roads, in need of repair included: 

• Woolsery to Bradworthy (main route to GP surgery) 

• Bucks Cross down to Bucks Mills 

• Alminstone/201 to Satchfield Farm 

• Farmers Arms to Duerdon Cross 

• Lane Mill to Alminstone Cross 

• Leworthy Cross to Leworthy Mill 

 

c. Report on Highways Office meeting (Cllr Hamilton and Harding) – Meeting with Highways on the 9th 

December reviewed the following Highways issues: 

• Verge Markers (Bucks Cross) - Verge markers could be placed and as per specification would have to be 

placed 450mm back from carriageway edge. This is unlikely to prevent the issue and would involve both 

a set up and maintenance cost if they are damaged. Cllrs suggested that re-designing the junction to 

enable a HGV to turn into the Woolsery bound road without having to override the verge should be 

explored as a way forward.  Action:  To submit proposal to Highways. 

 

• Lane Mill Bridge – As reported at the previous meeting, that the works including repairing the parapet 

wall, will be carried out in the New Year.  Action:  The Parish Council to monitor the situation, ensuring 

works are done in the New Year.  

 

• Pleademill Bridge – There is a collapsed drain, which has been reported, with an inspection to take place. 

Added to future items under Stroxworthy to track. 

 

• Ashmansworthy Cross to Dipple - Suggestion of new gullies or buddleholes to address the issues with 

standing water.  Highways does not have a budget for this; therefore, it was suggested that the Parish 

Council may wish to consider using the remaining TAP fund, which has to be spent on ditches and drains. 

 

Cllr Ashworth thought that this was an issue relating to the landowner.  It was confirmed that the 

landowner ditches are free flowing, therefore not an issue.  The water from the highways into the 

ditches is the responsibility of DCC Highways, whose first priority is ensuring that cleaning is carried out 

on main roads and salting network to prevent ice formation and standing water after that they will only 

be cleaning priority areas off the main roads. 

 

Cllr Lucas-Odgers if the Parish Council undertakes the work, will it be the PC’s responsibility going 

forward? Action:  To clarify with Highways. 
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In order to obtain a quote for the works a specification is required.  Action:  Cllr Hamilton and Harding to 

arrange a site visit with Cllr Heywood to review the works. 

 

• Manor Park Verge Markers – Following discussion it was agreed to take photographs of the verge before 

and after any planned works e.g. SWW/Kier in March 2020 to use as evidence of over-riding. 

 

• A39 between Atlantic Academy and Bucks Cross Surface Failure – Highways Officer has liaised with the 

major schemes department and have confirmation this section of the A39 is in design brief for 

resurfacing in 2020/21 financial year. 

 

• West Town approach Welcome to Woolsery Sign obscuring 30mph sign - The Highways Officer has 

contacted the site agent and asked for a site audit to be completed and signage adjusted accordingly. 

 

• Bucks Cross two dropped crossing points – Action:  The Clerk to provide all previous correspondence to 

the Highways Officer in the New Year. 

 

• Repeater sign missing between Bucks Cross and Bucks Barton Missing - Site visit to be completed and 

raised with the traffic team if correct spacing not adhered to. 

 

• Bucks Cross Speeding - To raise area as a SCARF a speed gun will need to be completed. Highways officer 

to complete speed testing to record extent of problem. 

 

• Verges Maintained Map - Devon County Council only maintain visibility splays. No maps are available of 

the locations where DCC maintain.  

 

• South Park footway flooding - An order has been raised with Highways contractor to realign the kerb and 

re-profile the footway and carriageway. Unable to provide dates at this time. 

 

• Woolsery Scaffolding – The road outside the shop is classified as a single carriageway due to a lack of 

white lines down the centre of the carriageway, so the widths for two-way working would not apply and 

instead be “shuttle” working.  With the area being a bus route the absolute minimum width of the 

carriageway should be 3.0m with the desirable range 3.25m – 3.5m 

 

With the scaffolding erected there is approximately 5 metres width between the kerb outside All Hallows 

and the scaffolding.  As long as parking is sensible, buses and other large vehicles can get through. 

 

• Merry Harriers Flooding and Verge - Flooding has been cleared by the jetting team. An order has been 

raised to rebuild the verge to 0.5 to prevent people driving over it, and to put a concrete headwall on 

outlet to prevent further flooding to network.   The verge rebuild should prevent kerbs moving again. 

It was suggested the corner could be designed to make it wider.  Action: To arrange a site meeting with 

the Highways Officer in the New Year. 

 

Other Highways Updates 

• Fencing at Bucks Mills – Action: To place on the January agenda 
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9.0 Parking and Shop Scaffolding 

The width of the road from the shop scaffolding has been clarified by Highways (notes above).  

No other concerns or issues were raised prior to the December meeting. 

 

10.0 Bucks Mills Drainage Issues – Joint meeting with Parkham PC, TDC and Bucks Mills Residents 

The Clerk is liaising with Janet Williams at Torridge District Council with regards to a meeting date, as soon as 

possible. Attendance by a SWW representative was requested to be able to provide clarification on the 

technical detail of the proposal. 

 

11.0 Policies for approval (Clerk) 

The Grant Giving Policy was reviewed and proposed by Cllr Lucas Odgers, seconded by Cllr Harding.  All in 

agreement.  

 

12.0 Bucks Mills Route 8 – Missing footpath sign – Cllr Hastings and Cllr Ashworth 

Cllr Ashworth stated that this has been reported. 

 

13.0 Removal of no parking sign on the Village Green – Cllr Heywood 

Cllr Hamilton had discussed the removal of the sign with MXB Operations prior to the meeting and they had 

agreed there is no longer a need for the no parking sign on the village green, therefore Cllr Heywood will 

remove.  The white line can also be removed. Action: The Clerk to liaise with Highways over removal of line 

 

PROJECT UPDATES 

14.0 Bucks Mills Phone Box Update include defibrillator project on village green (Clerk & Cllr Hamilton) 

BT has made the decision to retain the phone box at Bucks Mills, therefore this will stay in situ.  In terms of 

the defibrillator being placed in the porch at Ivy Cottage, Sarah Chappell (Conversation Officer) at Torridge 

District Council, has confirmed that planning is not required and therefore placing the defib in the porch is 

allowed. 

Cllr Hamilton met with Mrs Smith, who has suggested the left-hand side.  There is some electricity in the 

porch, with any ongoing costs being negligible, Action: Cllr Hamilton to obtain estimate of annual electrical 

consumption of defib and discuss with Mrs Smith. 

A defib location sign will be required, with the best location to be agreed. 

Actions: 

• The Clerk to look at the cost of the defib equipment including a small case, which will go in an arch 

alcove (small). 

• Location of the sign to be agreed. 

• Project update to be provided to MXB, who are providing the finance 

 

15.0 Planting of Wildflower (Cllr Lucas-Odgers), including update on funding application (Clerk) and 

update re highways planting markers (Cllr Inch) 

Cllr Lucas-Odgers will arrange a meeting with Robert Stoneman regarding the placement of the wildflower, 

as well as review the guidance of planting markers provided by Cllr Inch. 

The Clerk confirmed that the £200 grant from Cllr Inch has been received. 
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16.0 Parish Plan (Cllr Hamilton) 

There are three steps involved in a Parish Plan; 1) to agree to put one forward to the community; 2) to liaise 

with Torridge District Council, Devon County Council and Devon Communities Together, etc. with reference 

to the plan and their support, and 3) hold a public information evening to raise awareness and get others 

involved in the project. Action: To review the option of a public meeting to be held in February 2020. 

 

17.0 Parish Council E-Newsletters (Cllr Hamilton and Cllr Lucas-Odgers) 

The draft e-newsletters was presented, due to be issued prior to 20th December. 

 

18.0 Finance 

Payments to be authorised 

a)  Lisa Hutchings, November 2019 - £349.50 

b)  HMRC 20% Tax, November 2019 - £87.38 

c) Robert Stoneman, Grass Cutting - £1250.00 as per contract 

d) CPRE Membership - £36.00 

e)  Stacey Christmas Tree Farm - £89.00 

f) Community Heartbeat Trust - £97.20 

 

Cllr Ashworth proposed to authorise items a, b and d, seconded by Cllr Spittles, all in agreement 

Cllr Hamilton proposed to authorise item c, seconded by Cllr Lucas-Odgers, all in agreement 

Cllr Ashworth proposed to authorise item e, seconded by Cllr Spittles, all in agreement 

Cllr Hamilton proposed to authorise item f, seconded by Cllr Spittles, all in agreement 

 

Payments to Photographic Competition Winners 

1) Ella Bailey – Cheque to be paid payable to Jamie Harding - £50.00 

2) David Shaw - £25.00 

3) Paul Rhodes – £10.00 – To be donated to the Parish Church 

4) Colin Hussey - £30.00 – For Under 12 winners, Liam and Dominic Hussey 

 

Cllr Lucas-Odgers proposed to authorise all payments for the photographic competition above, seconded by 

Cllr Hastings, all were in agreement. 

 

18.1 Annual Parish Grants to be approved 

16 applications received.  Action:  The Clerk to send out a list, including details of who received grants last 

year.  Decision to be made at the January 2020 meeting, before the Precept is set.  

 

18.2 Quarterly Finance Report – Dec 2019 

The Clerk circulated the quarterly finance report up to December 2019.  No questions raised, signed by the 

Chair and Vice-Chair 

 

18.3 Three Year Budget Review, Setting of Precept Jan 2020 

The Clerk circulated the proposed three-year budget, which is to be reviewed by all Councillors prior to the 

setting of the Precept in January 2020.  If there are any questions, amendments, etc, these must be raised 

prior to the meeting, so that any changes to figures can be made in advance and up to date figures 

circulated before the meeting. 
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18.4 Income received & Bank Account Balance 

Devon County Council – Wildflowers Grant - £200.00.  

Current account £3298.05 Reserve account £20,827.06 

 

19.0 Correspondence 

• Email from Cllr A Dart update on leader of TDC 

• Emails from D Willetts: 20/11/2019, 21/11/2019 

• Letter 7.12.2019 from Jane Cann re Drop off and pick up at Woolsery Primary School.  The Parish Council 

has asked Jane Cann to contact Brian Butler re parking at the Hall, when walking to children to and from 

school.  Action: Cllr M Hill, requested parking and access to be placed on the January 2020 agenda. 

 

20.0 Reports from County Cllr, District Cllr and Parish Cllrs 

County Cllr Inch  

Sent apologies, but updated via email the appointment of Kieran Stanbury, temporary Highways Officer, 

replacing Julian Roskilly. 

 

District Cllr Harding  

Following Cllr Dart’s resignation as Leader, a new Leader and Deputy have been appointed. 

 

Parish Councillors 

Cllr Spittles 

Thanked Cllr Heywood for the Christmas Tree 

Cllr Harding 

Thanked the Parish Council for allowing him to present the certificates to the Youth Club for their 

Community Clean-Up day. 

Cllr Harding delivered the birthday card to the Lilian Woolnough who celebrated her 102nd birthday. 

Unfortunately, due to illness Thorn Pett, will be reducing the size of their business to a one-man band, 

therefore there will be redundancies. 

Cllr Harding wished Eileen Willets the best of luck with her knee operation on the 23rd December. 

 

Cllr Heywood 

Cllr Heywood stated that he wished to raise matters, which would be best placed under Item 8 on the 

agenda.  The Chair emphasised that at the last meeting, it was agreed that any matters or concerns should 

have been raised prior to the meeting.  Cllr Heywood considered that these matters were with reference to a 

future meeting with MXB, and therefore the items his wished to raise are outside of this. 

The majority of Cllrs agreed to revisit item 8, parking and shop scaffolding. 

Cllr Heywood raised the following: 

• Confirmed that the width of the road from the scaffolding to parking adjacent to the kerb is 5m. When 

placing the tree on the green, heavy traffic did get through, but there was no room to spare. Therefore, 
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if someone does not park tight to the kerb, the possibility of heavy traffic getting through could be a 

problem. 

 

• Unfortunately, a parishioner tripped over a concrete block left on the virtual pavement outside the shop, 

which result in a trip to hospital.  The Chair suspended standing orders, to allow Ms Harmon to provide 

background on this.  Ms Harmon noted that the A board signs sited, as standard on concrete blocks, 

outside the shop had been removed by a member of the public and piled up, unfortunately this left the 

blocks exposed causing the incident to happen.  The gentleman did go into the shop to notify them, 

though using concrete blocks or sandbags is the advised standard these have been removed and the 

signs are now directly attached to the boarding. 

 

• Cllr M Hill noted that when approaching from east to west, the lighting within the pedestrian tunnel 

makes the surroundings very dark and difficult to see.  Cllr M Hill asked if MXB could put some lighting in 

the outside of the scaffolding to improve the visibility. Ms Harmon stated that this could be done. 

 

• Mr Willetts raised concerns regarding the redesign and planning of the shop layout.  When you exit the 

shop, to the right side is directly into a blind corner.  The scaffolding, and extension of wood, further 

blocks visibility.  It is a potential danger up and has been highlighted in the complaint. 

 

• Cllr Heywood concluded that it would beneficial for the Parish Council to ask MXB for a schedule of the 

works in the Parish, including what they are doing to mitigate the dangers and inconvenience to people. 

Cllr M Hill added that there are concerns why things are happening, therefore if there was an accurate 

appraise of what to expect, why they are happening and the timescales involved, would create a better 

atmosphere.  

 

• In terms of the Wheal House, which is a listed building, it was questioned how often TDC are carry out 

their checks.  Action:  The Clerk to check with Torridge District Council, the frequency of inspection 

checks and whether they are in accordance with the plans. 

 

• Cllr Heywood questioned whether the LPG gas cylinders should be shielded for safety issues?  Action:  

The Clerk to liaise with Torridge District Council with regards to regulations of the siting of gas tanks. 

 

• Cllr Ashworth agreed with Mr Willetts in terms of the dangers when exiting the shop, asking if safety 

could be improved. 

 

Cllr M Hill 

Requested that Affordable Housing is placed on the January agenda.  Action: The Clerk to place on the 

agenda. 

 

Cllr Hamilton 

Reported that the Newells are very grateful to the Parish Council liaising with Highways and sorting the road 

at Middle Huddisford.   

 

21.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

21st January 2020 at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall at 7.30pm. 

 


