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Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the 
19th March 2019 at 7.30pm at Bucks Cross Village Hall 

 
1.0  Attendance 
Cllrs Hamilton, Spittles, Hill, Ashworth and Medd.   District Cllr Julian 
Members of the public 
 
2.0  Apologies 
Cllr Heywood 
 
3.0 Public Comment Session 

Affordable Housing Survey Report – Briefing by Rachel Webdell, Torridge District Council 

The recommendation from the Affordable Housing Survey states that there is a need for 12 households 

within Parish, identified as affordable housing. 

From the 12 it is suggested that 9 of these are to be affordable social rent, with the remaining 3 containing 

an element of purchase. 

In terms of the size of properties, this would be 6 x 1 bedroom,  4 x 2 bedroom, 1 x 3 bedroom and 1 x 4 

bedroom, which is the normal mix for a rural area reflecting Torridge. 

Approximately 600 surveys were distributed, with 94 returned, a 16% response rate.  The currently survey 

states that 800 surveys were established with a 12% response rate, therefore it was agreed to amend this 

error. 

Next steps include: 

 Woolsery Parish Council endorsing the report in writing to Devon Communities Together. 

 Woolsery Parish Council to work with Devon Communities Together and Torridge District Council to 

identify suitable areas for affordable sites. 

 Devon Communities Together would be responsible for contacting landowners to establish interest in 

delivering the scheme. 

 Once a site has been found there are different options to consider for the scheme.  For example, 

establishing a Community Land Trust, Community Led Housing, or a traditional method through a 

Housing Association. 

 There are many examples of Community Land Trusts such as, Bradworthy, Clovelly, Appledore, 

Holsworthy, High Bickington and Roborough. 

 It was asked what power would be required to ensure that the properties are not sold on the right to 

buy scheme.  It was stated that could be done through the lease agreements and Section 106 clause. 

 There is advice and guidance available through the Wessex Trust, Steve Watson, who would be able to 

advise how best to progress forward. 

 It was stated that generally Parish Council’s will establish a steering group to take the project forward. 

 Rachel Webdale will the first point of contact. 

 It is a good time to deliver affordable housing as there is a lot of funding at present, especially for 

community led housing. Community Led Housing, administered by Homes England, is only Affordable 

Housing is difficult to pursue without the backing with Parish Council.  
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If a site identified is outside the boundary, it would be treated as a Rural Exception Site, which comes under 

Local Policy ST18 for affordable housing.  They have to be adjacent to the boundary or at least very close.  

Torridge District Council would look to explore 100% affordable housing with grant, if not some would go 

out to open market and cross subsidised as last report. 

 

Mrs Bonnefin 

Reported potholes and the state of the road.  Ashmansworthy Bridge to Bradworthy is still horrendous.  

Action:  The Clerk to raise the ongoing issue with County Cllr Barry Parsons. 

Mrs Bonnefin asked if there was any update regarding Dipple.  There has been no response from Highways, 

and now that there is a new Highways Officer, the Parish Council will need to update him on the situation.   

Action:  The Clerk to raise with Julian Roskilly. 

 

Mr Willetts 

Was not at the meeting, but requested via email for the Clerk to read his statement below. 

To: Woolsery Parish Councillors 
 
I am unable to attend the above meeting due to urgent family commitments and would request that the 
Parish Clerk read out the following during the above Public Comments Session. 
 
1. The planning approval for the revised application for a staff car park at Auction Way and Copper Close is 
not on the agenda for this meeting. However, the approval is challenged on the incomplete supporting 
legal documentation required on the TDC planning website and the number of outstanding regulatory 
requirements yet to be agreed. In addition the Delegated Report supporting the planning approval provides 
under the Principle of Development that the applicant has a fallback extant permission to the original 
planning permission. On the basis of previous Parish declarations to the public this situation and its 
implications it should be addressed and included in the minutes of this meeting.    
 
2.  The involvement of the Parish Council with others on the proposed affordable housing on land claimed 
to owned by the community hall and the " in principal" approval from planning has not been disclosed in 
full to the public by the Parish Council. It is documented in previous Parish meetings that the land on which 
the hall is sited is held in title by two private individuals, one of whom is not a Trustee of the hall. The 
Parish Council also not fulfilling their obligations as the legal Main Trustee under the terms in which they 
obtained the original investment grant via the National Lottery. The Council also refusing to have any 
representation on successive and present boards of Trustees. 
 
Both the above issues included in the Formal Complaint against TDC, DCC Highways and the District 
Councillor to the Secretary of State and  Planning Inspectorate. Including a related civil action against other 
identified parties presently in process with legal representatives on behalf of the public.   
 
All of the above reported to Torridge District Council Planning, as well as the Solicitor and Monitoring 
Officer, with their tacit agreement to proceed.     
 
Respectfully  
Desmond Willetts   
 

The Parish Council thanked Mr Willetts for his email. 
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4.0 Declarations of Personal / Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda 
Cllr Hamilton declared an interest for payment of the website hosting, detailed in finance below. 
 
5.0 Minutes of the previous meeting to be approved and signed as a true and accurate record 
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chair. 
 
Cllr Hill stated that he did not realise Cllr Hamilton had offered to help with the Cllrs Community Project 
Fund. 
 
 
6.0 Clerk’s Report 

 Communities Together Fund 2018 / 2019 – Approved and paid to Bradworthy Parish Council.  The clerk 

highlighted that Bradworthy Parish Council were most grateful. 

 

 Cllr R Julian Funding – Approved and payment received of £1000 towards Black Bags, 

 

 Road Closure, 5th – 12th May, Bucks Cross to Laburnum.  The work will be carried out on the 5th May and 

the 12th May, to enable the installation of a new water supply outside the property called Puffins.  On 

the days in between the road will be open.  There will be a delay while plates are put down, which will 

only be done if absolutely necessary.  SWW has asked where possible for residents to may be part of the 

other side of the closure, if they need to get in and out. 

Action:  Email Kirby White, highlighting that the 5th May is a bank holiday, which will attract the tourists.  

Recommend for the work not to be carried out on the 5th and 12th May. Copy to Julian Roskilly. 

 

 Higher Town Farm – Update – Nigel Marshal, Torridge District Council, will be in touch with Mr Fletcher, 

reminding him to comply with the enforcement notice.  Action:  The Clerk to establish where there is a 

timescale in which the enforcement notice must be complete. 

 

 TDC Update re: 1347/2018/AGR & 1/1349/2018/AGR – Letter dated 25th February 2019 from Nigel 

Marshall, TDC, states that there will be an investigation to establish whether a breach of planning has 

occurred.  The Parish Council will be advised on the outcome of this investigation in due courses. 

 

  

 Highways Office Role – Update from DCC – No officially update from Meg Booth in writing, however 

verbally it has been confirmed that Julie Pepworth has been made redundant, with Julian Roskilly being 

the new Highways Officer. 

 

 Bucks Cross to Bucks Mills sharp right hand bend – update on use of mirror. The Clerk asked whether the 

Parish Council was progressing with the mirror. Following discussion it was agreed that the Parish 

Council would purchase a mirror and trial it on the corner. If this is no good, then we retain it as stock.  

Proposed by Cllr Ashworth, seconded by Cllr Hamilton. 

 

7.0 Planning 
 
Applications 
1/0189/2019/FUL – Erection of new workshop / machinery store (affecting a public right of way). Parkham 
Farms, Higher Alminstone Farm, Woolsery.   
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Cllr Hamilton read a statement from Martin Caddy (Footpaths Officer), stating that the plans will not affect 
the public right of way.  There were no objections. 
 
Decisions 
None 
 
 
8.0 Highways 
 
Woolsery 

 Kennerland Footpath (Bridge) – This has now been complete. 
 

Bucks  

 Drop down kerb A39 and 40mph zone – Report from HATOC meeting.  Cllr Hamilton attended the 
HATOC meeting 26th February 2019.  There was a positive response on both projects, with the 
agreement that Highways (Simon Phillips) will carry out the required investigations.  The next HATOC 
meeting will take place in June.  Action:  Cllr Hamilton to obtain update from Cllr Inch post this meeting.  
 

 Fencing at Bucks Mills – Action:  Cllr Spittles to take photographs and forward to the Clerk for Highways. 
 

 Cllr Ashworth noted an observation regarding the school sign, on the A39 for Atlantic Academy, stating 
that it rotates in the wind.  This is because the sign is one post as opposed to two. 
 

 

9.0 Parish Signage 
 

 Update on order replacement Woolsery signs – Email from Julian Roskilly states that the order for the 
new signs are now in design stage.  Once they have been designed an order will be placed.  This bit of 
the process is slow, but will inform the Parish Council of cost once confirmed. Highways have agreed to 
pick up the cost for some of the posts as a gesture of goodwill, considering the delays.   
 
From the image circulated, Cllrs highlighted that Woolfardisworthy should be bold, not Woolsery.  Also 
‘twinned with’ to be smaller. 
 

 Update on order for repair of Finger Posts – No update. Action: The Clerk to brief Julian Roskilly on the 
requirements. 
 

 Addition of Stroxworthy finger posts to Highways Order (to be approved) – Approved by those present. 
Action:  The Clerk to add to existing order. 
 

 
10.0 East Park Bench Plaque (Cllr Hill) 
This has been complete. 
 
 
11.0 Cost of repair to Woolsery Sports & Community Hall & Bucks Cross Village Hall Defib Boxes. 
Mike Smith has looked at both boxes, he can rub them down and repair using hammerite, however it means 
the boxes will be thinner.  It will not be a permanent fix and may last a couple of years, at a cost of £170.  
The cost to replace the boxes could be in the region of £500 / £600 each. 
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A discussion took place regarding plastic holders.  Action:  It was agreed to contact Community Heartbeat 
Trust to establish the cost of a plastic or aluminium holder for the defibs.  
 
 
12.0 Appropriate Affordable Housing Survey Report – Discussion led by Cllr Hill 
Cllr Hill recommended endorsing the Affordable Housing Survey Report.  This was agreed subject to 

changing the data from 12% response to 16%.  Cllr Hill will continue looking at land options informally.    

It was suggestion that a group should be established to lead the project, which would include Parish 

Councillors, Torridge District Council and Devon Communities Together.  Cllr Hill is happy to take the lead, 

with the suggestion of two other Councillors. It was agreed to leave this until post May elections. 

In terms of the water treatment works, the Parish Council needs to establish the capacity. Action:  The 

Clerk to send a letter to South West Water. 

DECISION:  Those present agreed to endorse the report subject to the amendment from 12% to 16%.  The 

Parish Council has NOT endorsed any sites for affordable housing within the Parish. 

Action:  Cllr Hill to amend the report from 12% response rate to 16%.  When complete, the Clerk will 

publish on the website.  The Clerk to also draft the endorsement letter to Devon Communities Together. 

 
13.0 Parking in the Parish – Old Market Drive (Cllr Hill) 
No further update. 
 

14.0 Cllr’s Community Project Fund (Cllr Hill & Cllr Hamilton) 

Cllr Hill explained that the aim of the project is to get the young people involved.  By giving them 

parameters, the young people can decide on a project and work out a budget. Young people would also be 

encouraged to attend a Parish Council meet to see how it works. 

It is important that it is led by the Youth Club, involving all from 5 to 16 years of age. Cllr Hill will liaise with 

Louise Leonard.  Action:  Cllr Hill to provide an update at the next meeting. 

 

15.0 Finances 

Payments to be authorised 

a) Lisa Hutchings, February 2019 - £303.97 

b) HMRC 20% Tax, February 2019 - £75.99 

c) TTVS Membership - £25.00 

d) Cllr Hamilton – Wix Parish Website Renewal - £86.40 

Cllr Medd proposed items a to c, seconded by Cllr Ashworth.  All agreed 

Cllr Medd proposed item d, seconded by Cllr Spittles.  Remaining Cllrs, excluding Cllr Hamilton agreed. 
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Income received and Bank Account balance 

Torridge District Council - £1000 (Cllr Julian funding) 

Current account - £11,909.16  Reserve account - £8305.45 

 

16.0 Correspondence 

DCC Highways Emails from Toni-Louise Newell – Re, road from Middle Huddisford past Huddisford Cross, 

Woolsery 

Toni-Louise Newell has sent various emails and photographs to Highways regarding the above.  The response 

from Julian Roskilly stated that he had visited the site and noted that there were no safety defects. 

 

17.0 Publications received 

These were available to look at prior to and after the meeting. 

 

18.0 Reports from County Cllr, District Cllr and Parish Cllrs 

District Cllr Julian 

 The Bideford and Northam Advisory Group meeting took place. Areas discussed included waste, refuge 

collection and second homes. 

 Cllr Julian spoke at the HATOC meeting in February with regards to the state of the A39. 

 Cllr Julian stated that he has called in the planning application for Brackenside.  Cllr Spittles highlighted 

that the LBC application states online that it is no longer required.  Cllr Spittle wrote to Sarah Chappell, 

and awaits a response.  Action:  Clllr Spittles to forward the email to Sarah Chappell to Cllr Julian, who will 

follow this up. 

 In terms of Elections, Cllr Julian noted that Woolsery is now within a bigger ward, which is called 

“Hartland Ward”.  There will be three district councillors, with an allocated budget of each £2000. 

 It was noted that the Lighting Officer for North Devon has been made redundant. 

 Bideford Town Council will host an emergency meeting to discuss green energy, with a view to 

establishing the Atlantic Array on the agenda. 

 

Parish Councillors 

Cllr Ashworth 

 Asked Cllr Julian whether there is a commitment from BT to carry out further work for Broadband in 

rural areas in Torridge, which includes Woolsery.  Cllr Julian stated that he would raise this with ???? 

Cllr Medd 

 The telephone box is still not working.  Action:  Cllr Hamilton will write to BT.  

 Reported that water came up out of the drain between Old Market Drive and Copper Close.  Action:  

The Clerk to write to Julian Roskilly advising him of the blockage. 
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 Noted that she will not be standing at the Parish Council elections. 

 

Cllr Hill 

 Has looked at the tree at number 18 Old Market Drive, as well obtained a TPO map from Torridge 

District Council.  If a TPO tree falls down and the routes spring up and grown, this is not a TPO.  

 

Following a review of the TPO’s it was noted that two were no longer there.  The tree at number 18 Old 

Market Drive is not a TPO and is not owned by the Parish Council.   

 

Actions for the Clerk: 

1.  Write to TDC, requesting to remove the TPO’s for the two trees that are no longer there. 

2. Write to No 18 Old Market Drive, thanking them for the notification, however following 

investigation, it  has been clarified  that the Parish Council does not own the tree 

 

19.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

16th April 2019 @ Woolsery Sports & Community Hall. 

Please note that the Annual Parish Meeting will commence at 7pm, followed by the Parish Council at 7.30pm. 

 

 

 

  

 


