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Minutes for the Annual Parish Meeting for Woolfardisworthy  

16th April 2019 at 7.00pm at Woolsery Community & Sports Hall 

 
1.0 Attendance 
Cllrs:  Sonia Hamilton, Martin Hill, Roger Heywood, Loye Medd, Laura Spittles. 
 
2.0 Apologies 
Cllr Ashworth. 

 
3.0 Chairman’s Opening Remarks and Annual Report 
The Chair welcomed all to the Annual Parish Meeting.  Chairman’s annual report attached to the 
minutes. 

 
4.0 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 2018 
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record.   

 

5.0 Reports from local organisations 

Bucks Cross Village Hall – Roy Turner 

A report was provided by Roy Turner.  Please see report attached the minutes. 

All Hallows Church – Loye Medd 

A report was provided by Brian Butler.  Please see report attached the minutes. 

Woolsery Badminton Club (Tuesday and Thursday’s) 

A report was provided by Brian Butler and Lisa Rothwell-Orr.  Please see report attached the 

minutes. 

The Good Companions 

A report was provided by Barbara Stevens. Please see report attached the minutes. 

Woolsery Tiny Tots 

A report was provided by Jane Cann.  Please see report attached the minutes. 

Woolsery Youth Group 

A report was provided by Mrs Bannister. Please see report attached the minutes. 

 

6.0 Matters raised from the floor 

None 

 

7.0 Items of parish information 

All relevant items of parish information is covered by the Parish Council agenda.  There was no 

further information. 
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Annual Parish Meeting 2019 

Woolfardisworthy Parish Council’s Chair’s Annual Report 

 

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to extend a warm welcome to all to this Annual Parish 

Meeting. 

 

As part of this Meeting, I am pleased, like others here this evening, to report on some of the 

highlights, achievements and activities of Woolsery Parish Council during the past year and be 

able to listen to others and the valuable, and positive, contribution they make to parish life. 

 

I continue to be privileged to be a member of a hardworking, committed team of volunteer Parish 

Councillors, but sadly this will be the last meeting that Cllr Medd will be attending.  She has served 

on the Parish Council a number of times giving dedicated service, over many years.  I know I am 

not the only one sitting around this table who will greatly miss her vast knowledge of Woolsery 

Parish history that has assisted this Parish Council to make informed decisions and the sage 

advice she has offered to keep us all on the right track. Cllr Medd, I would like to thank you, on 

behalf of my fellow Cllrs, for your hard work and you will most definitely be missed – if you ever 

miss us, your return would be welcomed by all here. 

 

Even without the departure of Cllr Medd, this Parish Council still has space for additional 

Councillors. Though the changes we can make are often small, they are important, and it is a 

rewarding community role to undertake. We would especially welcome another representative from 

Bucks Cross or Bucks Mills to help share the sterling work Cllr Spittles does representing that area, 

or even from within Woolsery village, which is also under represented. So, if anyone is interested in 

playing a more active role in the parish, then do speak to any Councillor or contact the Parish 

Clerk, remember no qualifications are required!  

 

The work of the Parish Council continues to be quite wide ranging, and often challenging, as we 

liaise with agencies, to be heard and to push to get various works completed. The Parish Council 

continues to pay for the grass-cutting in and around the parish, and the Parish Council would like 

to thank Robert Stoneman for his team’s continued efforts in the upkeep of our verges. Then there 

is the provision of black refuse bags, which will again be distributed in the Autumn thanks to a 

grant from our District Councillor. This year the Parish Council has distributed more grants than 

before to organisations within and outside the parish. These organisations themselves provide 

activities and services to the wider parish. I am sure that my fellow Councillors would like to join me 

at this point and once again thank them for the time, they continue give to their organisations. 

 

Over the past year, the Parish Council has discussed and commented upon some 28 planning 

applications on behalf of the community. These have been varied, from fences and sheds to home 

extensions, as well as more emotive applications such as the staff car parking in Copper Close and 
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the holiday lodges surrounding Brackenside. Some applicants have attended Parish Council 

meetings to explain their plans, and their input and clarification is much appreciated.  

 

The condition of many roads in the parish still are, and will continue to be, an issue. At every 

Parish Council meeting concerns are still raised by parishioners and Councillors alike. This past 

year has seen some limited improvements, however the rural roads in and around the parish suffer 

at the expense of others roads that are deemed more important as they have a higher vehicle 

count. So, the parish has a long and growing list of roads, where many of us are still dodging 

potholes, or even grounding our cars. Councillors proactively petition DCC Highways, as well as 

our County Councillor, regarding the poor condition of the roads to get them repaired, so please 

continue to drive carefully and don’t forget to report those potholes, the more times they are 

reported the more chance we have of getting them repaired ….. just go to the Parish Council’s 

website – www.woolseryparishcouncil.org.uk  - click on Highways and follow the guide, no images 

are necessary! 

  

http://www.woolseryparishcouncil.org.uk/
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The long campaign to have a dropped kerb and central refuge across the A39 at Bucks Cross was 

taken to the Highways and Traffic Orders Committee in February, along with the move of the 

40mph zone back towards Bideford, and it is hoped that we are a step closer to providing an 

accessible and safe crossing for one and all.  

 

Over the past year we have used our Devon Communities Together funding, along with funds from 

our County Councillor and further ‘matched funding’ grants to get the much faded Woolfardisworthy 

village signs and many finger posts repaired and replaced across the length and breadth of the 

parish. Sad to say this has turned out to be a very frustrating project to move forward, not helped 

by changes to the parish’s Highways Officer.  However, it is hoped that this project will finally reach 

a conclusion before Cllr Heywood decorates yet another Christmas tree on Woolsery’s village 

green.  

 

On a less frustrating note the Parish Council, with help from our County Councillor, has provided a 

bench close to East Park as suggested by Cllr Heywood, and it has been able to directly fund the 

repair of the much dilapidated bench on the green in Old Market Drive, our thanks go to Mike 

Smith for his help in installing and repairing these. Cllr Ashworth has walked all the parish’s public 

rights of way to check they are maintained to a good standard, ensuring Devon County Council 

undertake repairs where necessary.  

 

The Parish Council recently undertook, with the help of Devon Communities Together, a Housing 

Needs Survey. The Parish Council would like to thank all those that completed and returned the 

survey. The analysis indicates there is a need in the parish for 6 one-bedroom houses, 4 two bed 

properties, plus a three bedroomed and a four bedroomed. The Parish Council has recently 

endorsed the findings and have committed to work with Torridge District Council and Devon 

Communities Together to identify possible areas for development.  If there are any landowners in 

the village who might be interested in helping this project move forward then please talk to Cllr Hill.  

 

Significant events in the village over the past year includes the two Farmers Markets held here at 

the Village Hall, and the Parish Council wish to extend a big ‘thank you’ to Carol Cochrane for her 

time and efforts in making these a true community event. Another well attended event was the 

village panto – and how many villages can boast that they hold a panto, never mind one of such 

calibre! Another, and welcome event for the majority of the Woolsery community, was the re-

opening of the Farmers Arms public house, however it has re-emphasised the lack of parking in 

the centre of Woolsery village and the on-going need for off-street parking. Though Cllr Hill has 

identified one possible area where a small improvement in the number of parking spaces can be 

achieved, if any parishioner has any ingenious ideas on how to create additional parking in the 

centre of the village, please let him or any Councillor know. 

 

It is important for the Parish Council to continue to listen to the majority of those that live in the 

parish and to help to solve their concerns, after all, we all deserve to have a sense of well-being.  
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We would like to thank the assistance and support we have had from our County and District 

Councillors, as well as the bottomless patience of our Parish Clerk answering all of our questions 

and for keeping our finances in order, and I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their 

continued help and support.  

 

On behalf of myself and my fellow Councillors I would also like to thank you for attending this 

evening’s meeting and we look forward to welcoming all residents of the Parish to our monthly 

Council meetings, maybe even as a Councillor.  We hope to see you at our next meeting. Thank 

you. 

 
Sonia Hamilton 
Chair, Woolfardisworthy Parish Council 
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BUCKS CROSS VILLAGE HALL 

ANNUAL REPORT YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2019. 
 

The last year has been one of financial stability thanks to the many events and 

activities held at the Hall. The new kitchen has proved to be a great benefit allowing 

catering for events to be extended and better managed. 

 

Events which have taken place in the last year include a Quiz, a Bingo evening, a 

Spring Fair, a Barbecue, a Cream tea(which raised funds for the North Devon 

Hospice), a Harvest Lunch, a very successful garden show, an armistice day event, a 

Christmas Fair, a beetle drive, a musical evening with' Encore', two 'Big Breakfasts', 

a Christmas tea with carols and a Centenary event shared with Clovelly Community 

Hall. Several birthday parties and other celebrations have been held at the hall during 

the last year. 

Sadly the ladies skittle team does not have enough members to continue for now. 

 

A major piece of work involved reviewing the insurance policy for the hall to ensure 

all liabilities are adequately covered. This has now been completed   

 

Messrs Willmott Dixon, the contractors involved in the Route 39 Academy had   

agreed to provide a sloped pathway to the Hall to enable easier accessibility, as part 

of their community fund. Due to various delays caused by planning and Highway 

issues it seems that this will not now happen. Trustees are instead negotiating with 

Willmott Dixon for a realistic grant to enable a more modest scheme to be carried 

out. 

There is need to replace the roof tiles at the hall. Grants will be applied for to 

accomplish this. The cost is estimated at £20,000. 

 

Regular events at the Hall are, Aikido each week, a coffee morning each Wednesday, 

an Art class and a monthly Gardening group. The hall Trustees meet on the first 

Wednesday of each month as does the Fund-raising committee. Woolsery Parish 

Council meet at the hall twice a year 

 

At present we have fifteen Trustees. The concern is that we are all getting older. This 

year several of the Trustees have suffered long term health problems and there seems 

little prospect of recruiting younger people to join our group. 

 

Trustees are concerned to ensure that in the long term the hall remains for the benefit 

of the local community. Advice is being sought from various sources to ensure that 

this can be achieved. 

 

        Graham Shackson. 

                                                                            Chairman Hall Trustees 
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ALL HALLOW’S CHURCH 

WOOLSERY 

PART OF THE HARTLAND COAST MISSION COMMUNITY 

SUNSET VENN, 

WOOLSERY, 

BIDEFORD, 

EX39 5RQ 

16.4.2019 

As you know we have a magnificent grade one listed building which is open to all, 

every day, all day, which is a central focal point of the village. The maintenance of 

this building is somewhat of a financial drain and so I’d like to take this opportunity 

to thank the Parish council for its grant support through the years. 

The footfall through the church is many and varied...you only have to look at the 

comments in the visitor’s book. It’s not just hatches, matches and dispatches! It is 

used for community fellowship; do join us for the summer season of coffee mornings 

on a Wednesday, which will be starting soon! The school also use it as part of their 

external learning within the village. 

The churchyard is also maintained with voluntary labour but again, with running 

costs, and this is for burial of anyone who has a connection  with the parish and offers 

a peaceful green space within the village. 

As a Parochial Church Council we have an obligation to maintain the church but we 

also pride ourselves in being able to do this for anyone who wishes to use it. 
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Badminton Club Report. 
Badminton players continue to meet on a Tuesday and Thursday evening, and it is good to 
see the progression made. 
Juniors continue to enjoy their hour, with varying abilities catered for. They are followed by 
adult social players, which has been very well supported. It is good to have some of the 
past junior players moving up to a higher level. The best players meet on a Thursday, and 
again, some of the keener social players have made a move up into more competitive 
play. 
We look forward to another enjoyable season next year, and appreciate the support of the 
Parish Council. 
 

Thank you, 
Brian Butler 

 

We are a small but committed group of mature players of a reasonable standard playing with 

feathered shuttles. As a group we prefer not to admit beginners because feathered shuttles are a 

costly item and inexperienced players tend to damage them very quickly. We try to treat our 

shuttles carefully, and usually get through 1-2 each session. 

 

We have lost a few members over the last 12 months, but currently have a core membership of 11 

players. Our usual attendance over this period has been 4-6 players as we have unfortunately had 

some members unable to play for extended periods due to illness and/or injury. This has meant 

that our club's reserves have become somewhat diminished as with these low numbers we are not 

covering our court costs with our weekly subscription, let alone building up funds to buy 

replacement shuttles. We know that we will have to increase the subscription fee in the very near 

future if we are to remain viable, but as a result we also have insufficient funds to purchase new 

shuttles so were delighted when the parish council agreed to award us a grant of £150 towards the 

cost of these items. We are most grateful and would like to extend our thanks to you. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Lisa 

 

Dear Lisa and Woolsery Parish Council 
 
Thank you very much to Woolsery Parish Council for the grant to The Good Companions. 
Apologies that I cannot be there to give my report in person. 
We have a successful group of 30 members who meet and  join in with our different crafts. 
Our aim is to help the people of  our Parish find companionship and help with any 
struggles day to day life  can bring,  which will help with their  health and wellbeing. 
 
                            Thank you again, 
                                    Barbara, 
                                  The Good Companions. 
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Woolsery Tiny Tots 

Report for Parish Council AGM 16.04.19 

Woolsery Tiny Tots runs every Thursday (9.30-11.30am) throughout the year and is an active 

group for children under 5 and their parents or careers. Tiny Tots is a welcoming space for parents 

to meet, chat and get some much needed adult company too! It's also a great opportunity of little 

ones to socialise together. We have a cupboard full of toys and activities which the children can 

use. Throughout the year we mark events and special dates with activities including art and craft 

activities, messy play, games and parties. 

Here are some of the things we have been up to: 

 Sandymouth Holiday Park for our annual summer outing 

 Budehaven Community School book event – ‘We are going on a Bear Hunt’ 

 Little Stars for our annual Christmas party 

 Community Summer Craft session 

 Parent & carers Christmas meal at the Thatch Inn Abbosham 

 Entries into Woolsery Show Handy Craft's tent  

 Summer social for parent & carers 

 

Events coming up: 

 Easter Art and Craft session 

 Easter Egg Hunt – we have 200 coloured eggs to find!! 

 Sponsored walk 

 Bude Life Boat Station Trip 

 

We have used the Parish Council money to by materials for our sessions so we can offer wide and 

varied activities to our children and families. We do regular arts and crafts and messy play which 

we know is important for the children especially as some families don’t want that mess at home! As 

always we have fundraised throughout the year to enable the group to cover its costs and meet our 

fee’s. This year we have been successful in gaining a local grant which has allowed us for the first 

time in two years to offer our two main outings free of charge to our families. We are also grateful 

to members of our local community who have donated financially or in kind to our group. 

 

We always approach September with some trepidation as we lose our older children to school! 

However this year our numbers remained steady rather than the usual dip. Since January we are 

pleased to have had many thriving sessions with new families getting involved with Tots and giving 

it a really good community feel which families are benefiting from. 

 

We currently have around 20 families using the group and a lot of those families we are seeing 

regularly. We have families local to Woolsery attending but also coming from: Hartland, Parkham, 

Buckland Brewer and Bideford. Long may this continue!! 

Once again we are most grateful to the Parish Council for awarding Tiny Tots their grant.  As 

always any member of the Parish Council is always welcome to pop in and say hello and we are 

very appreciative of your ongoing support to our group. 
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WOOLSERY YOUTH GROUP – REPORT 2018 

The Youth Group continues to meet on alternate Friday evenings during school terms in the Woolsery 

Sports & Community Hall.  With only a small induction in September 2016 and 2017, we have a reduced 

membership of about 35 youngsters registered, of whom 15 - 20 attend regularly.   

Our activities include volleyball, badminton and indoor hockey, as well as pool, air hockey and table tennis, 

and we make good use of the multi-use games area and the field for football and rounders, weather and 

other bookings permitting.  We maintain a quiet area, with several board games available, and a small self-

financing tuck shop.   

Over the year, we have purchased additional games to enhance our Xbox 360 and Kinect video games 

player, which the youngsters use during evening activities.  These are much in demand utilising the wall-

mounted 60” Smart TV through which the games are now played. 

In July we held our regular barbeque for current members and  those joining us in September.  In early 

December we undertook our Christmas trip to Lets Go Superbowl in Barnstaple, for an evening of ten-pin 

bowling, laser play and skating, which was attended by 20 youngsters and four adults.   

In summary, 2018 was another eventful year, during which we continued to offer a full range of sporting 

activities, encouraging many of the youngsters of the village to take an active part in the life of the youth 

group and the community in general.   

For 2019, we plan more of the same with our regular fortnightly meetings and additional outings, as well as 

to support the community in any way that we can.   

As usual, during the past year, we have lost and gained a few parent helpers and we are always looking to 

recruit some willing replacements.  Although a hard core of parents have shared the administrative load, 

the Youth Group is still seeking additional volunteer support.  After more than 20 years as leader, Jenny 

Bannister will be handing over the running of the Youth Group to Louise Leonard during the Summer term.  

 

Jenny Bannister 

Youth Group Leader 

 

 

 


