
Annual Parish Meeting 2018 
Woolfardisworthy Parish Council’s Chair’s Annual Report 

 
On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to extend a warm welcome to everyone here 
this evening to this, the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
As part of the Annual Parish Meeting I am pleased, like others here this evening, to report on 
some of the highlights of the achievements and activities of Woolsery Parish Council during 
the past year and be able to listen to others and the valuable, and positive, contribution they 
make to parish life. 
 
I am privileged to be part of a hardworking, committed team of volunteer Parish Councillors 
but sadly we have yet again seen the resignation of members of the team, with Cllr 
Edmonds resigning last June and Cllr Taylor in the last month.  
 
It would therefore be remiss of me not to mention that we have vacancies for others to join 
our team, after all the Parish Council can have up to nine members. So, if anyone is 
interested in playing a more active role in the Parish, then do speak to any Councillor or 
contact the Parish Clerk. 
 
The work of the Parish Council continues to be wide ranging, and often challenging. We 
liaise with agencies to raise awareness of issues within the parish and to get works 
completed. Though the Council has not raised its Precept for the previous six years, this is 
the part of our Council Tax that comes back to the Parish, it had to face the unenviable 
discussion of doing so in order to continue to provide services, such as grass-cutting, the 
provision of black refuse bags and grants to organisations within the Parish, who themselves 
provide activities and services to the wider parish. I am sure that my fellow Councillors would 
like to join me in at this point and thank them for the time they continue give to their 
organisations.  
 
Over the past year, the Parish Council has considered and commented upon some 26 
planning applications on behalf of the community, these have been both agricultural and 
residential, from the covering of slurry stores to more traditional extensions to homes in the 
parish. Some applicants have attended Parish Council meetings to explain their plans, which 
is much appreciated.  
 
One of the most prominent applications was for the demolition Brackenside, and the 
redevelopment of its land for holiday lodge caravans. After a focussed campaign by 
parishioners, supported by the Parish Council and District Councillor, Brackenside was 
recognised as a highly important historical Manor House and awarded Grade II listed status 
in December 2017. This acknowledged that the property is a rare example of an unspoilt 
19th century country house, complete with retained outbuildings, walled garden and 
extensive grounds. It was good to see a community come together to campaign to preserve 
some of its heritage. 
 
The condition of many roads in the Parish continue to be an issue. At every Parish Council 
meeting concerns are raised by parishioners and Councillors alike. This time last year a new 
contractor, Skanska, took over the highways maintenance contract in Devon and we all 
hoped that, with their much publicised ‘pothole initiative’, our roads would start to improve.  
The ensuing year has seen some successes, with the A39 out from Bideford Bay to past 
Whitehouse Farm now an easier ride and with some impressive drainage channels, however 
the roads in and out of Bucks Cross and Woolsery suffered, with some damage to the 
verges which the Council are pursuing with Highways. It is also looking at a solution to stop 
the ongoing verge damage in Manor Park, without too much compromise to the green 
verges.  



 
Other roads that have seen some improvement include the road between Stroxworthy Cross 
and Alminstone Cross and the road past Andrews Garage. However, some of us in the 
parish are once again dodging the potholes on our way to Bradworthy as well as the road 
between Kennerland Cross and the A39 along with a long list of other roads in and around 
the parish.  Councillors proactively petition DCC Highways, as well as our County Councillor, 
regarding the poor condition of the roads to get them repaired, please continue drive 
carefully in the meanwhile and don’t forget to report those potholes ….. just type in ‘devon 
potholes report’ into your search engine, follow the guide and no images are necessary! 
 
Over the past year we have once again used our TAP funding to help supplement the works 
of the Lengthsman and help prevent standing water on our roads. In the parish, this year the 
work has included the clearance of vegetation from bridges to improve drainage in these 
locations.  
 
This year’s TAP finding will, along with a grant from our County Councillor, be used to 
replace village signs and repair or replace finger posts. We aim to replace the much faded 
Woolfardisworthy village signs, even exploring the reinstatement of the West suffix. We also 
aim to repair or replace as many finger posts as we can, so if you know of any that have 
missing directional fingers or have disappeared completely please let us know and we’ll try 
our best to include them … budget permitting!   
 
Last year we reported that DCC Highways had acknowledged that there was an issue with 
sections of drains that carry away surface water in the centre of the village, and this year 
Highways undertook the repair or replacement of identified sections of damaged and 
blocked pipe and installed new chambers in the area. This should now stop water gathering 
at the bottom of Chapel Street and onwards to Andrews’s Garage. 
  
The Parish Council has also been able to fund the pruning of the large chestnut tree on the 
green in Old Market Drive – it hopes this has improved the light levels and outlook for those 
who live nearby. 
 
The installation of Bude bound bus shelter at Bucks Cross was completed during the late 
summer of last year, just in time to keep locals and visitors a little warmer and drier through 
one of the wettest, and coldest, winters for a while.  The Parish Council also had to oversee 
and meet the cost of repainting the existing bus shelter at Bucks Cross, after it suffered 
some graffiti, it is hoped it was a one-off event. On a more positive note the traffic calming 
gates marking the Bucks Cross boundaries and commissioned by our former County 
Councillor, now District Councillor, were finally installed a short while ago and the Parish 
Council hope they help raise awareness to drivers that they are passing through a village 
and to take more care. 
 
Our DAAT Landing site officially went into operation in late November last year. Some 
Councillors and others, who were actively involved in the project, joined the enthusiastic 
primary pupils at the opening event at their school. It was a joy to see the enthusiasm of the 
younger generation, some of whom were volunteering to get up in the middle of the night to 
switch on the lights when needed! This is an invaluable asset to the parish and one which 
the Council will continue to support. 
 
Going forward one project that will be undertaken is an Appropriate Affordable Housing 
Survey, through which the Parish Council hope to understand the housing needs and 
expectations of the community. It then hopes to petition those authorities who have the 
grants and finances available to them, and have them comprehend the needs and desires of 
the parish and provide the type housing wanted and required by those wishing to continue to 
live in the parish.  



 
It is important for the Parish Council to continue to listen to the majority of those that live in 
the parish and to help to solve their concerns, after all we all deserve to have a sense of 
well-being.  
 
We would like to thank the assistance and support we have from our County and District 
Councillors, as well as our Parish Clerk for keeping our finances in order and answering all 
our questions, and I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their continued help and 
support.  
 
On behalf of myself and my fellow Councillors I would also like to thank you for attending this 
evening’s meeting and we look forward to welcoming all residents of the Parish to our 
monthly Council meetings, maybe even as a Councillor.  We hope to see you at our next 
meeting. Thank you. 
 
Sonia Hamilton 
Chair, Woolfardisworthy Parish Council 
 


