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Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the 
16th July 2019 at 7.30pm at Bucks Cross Village Hall 

 
1.0   Attendance 
Cllrs: Hamilton, Hill, Heywood, Spittles, Ashworth, Lucas-Odgers & Harding (also District Cllr) 
Members of the public 
 

2.0   Apologies 
District Cllr Dart 

 
3.0   Public Comment Session 
Comments relating to Brackenside planning application included: 

 Disappointment to see another planning application 

 The proposal is for high quality accommodation; however no need has been demonstrated, with the 

Park not being full throughout the year. 

 If the units are high quality, how are they different from the rest of the site? 

 Concerns were raised with regards to further destruction of the AONB 

 There is no benefit to the local community or economy. 

 No disabled access on the existing site. 

 The plans are to site 3 caravans on existing parking space for approx. 30 cars, therefore how will parking 

be accommodated? 

 Within the application they mention a Copps field, but this is part of Bucks Mills Wood, not the caravan 

site. 

 The change is from 21 to 20 units; however they are still plastic on concrete slabs. 

 The sewage system has been upgraded, however it was noted that it smells. 

 It was asked whether there would be a way of clarifying how many permanent chalets are allowed on 

site, where people are residing throughout the year.  Cllr Harding will look into this. 

Other comments raised: 

 Flooding at Dipple – The Chair has been in touch with the landowner, see notes below. 

 The finger post at Ashmansworthy has disappeared. 

 It was noted and questioned why the land on the right hand corner at the Woolsery Sports & Community 

Hall has been cleared.  The Parish Council does not have any information.   

 Street light number 4 at Bucks Cross is constantly on.  Cllr Hamilton will report it next week. 

 Potholes; two have been filled in at Ashmansworthy, but they left a large one next to them! 

 Cllrs asked the public if the mirror on Bucks Mills corner is working.  The response was yes if you know it 

is there. You can see the traffic, but it does not slow it down. 

 
4.0  Election of Chair 
It was questioned whether this should be left until next month, where the Council may be up to nine 
councillors and all in attendance.  Following discussion, Cllr Ashworth proposed to vote tonight, seconded by 
Cllr Harding.  All in agreement 
 

Nominees Cllrs Hamilton and Cllr Hill left the room.  Vice-Chair Cllr Spittles took the Chair during the vote.  

Result:  Cllr Hamilton was voted as Chair and signed the declaration. 
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5.0  Election of  Vice-Chair 
Cllr Hill proposed Cllr Spittles as Vice-Chair, seconded by Cllr Ashworth.  All in agreement.  It was suggested 

that Cllr Spittles, could take the Chair for the Bucks Cross meetings, this was agreed. Result:  Cllr Spittle was 

voted as Vice-Chair and signed the declaration. 

6.0 Declarations of Personal / Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda 
Cllr Spittles declared an interest for planning application 1/0018/2019/FUL 
Cllr Lucas-Odgers declared an interest for planning application 1/0541/2019/FUL 

 
7.0 Minutes of the previous meeting to be approved and signed as a true and accurate record 
Cllr Ashworth’s apologies were added to the minutes.  The minutes were approved as a true and accurate 
record and were signed by the Chair. 

 
8.0 Minutes of the planning meeting 9th July 2019,  to be approved and signed as a true and 

accurate record 
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chair. 

 
9.0 Clerks Report 
 The Clerk welcomed new Parish Councillors; India Lucas-Odgers and Steve Harding. 

 

 Policies for review – The Clerk will issue these via email for comments, with the process of approval of 
the Parish Council meeting.  It was suggested that when the Council is full, a planning committee should 
be reviewed.  This was agreed, August agenda item. 
 

 TDC Enforcement Officer is not aware of any ongoing appeal at Higher Town Farm.  It was questioned 
what action are TDC going to take, and what area of GDPR will be breached if information shared. 
 

 The Clerk is liaising with TDC with regards to the new bin for Woolsery Village Green. 
 

 A letter has been sent to Cllr Dart, Leader of TDC, with regard to the AONB and Biosphere. 
 

 The tradesmen list currently has 3 names.   
 

 Cllr Hill will replace the lettering on the outside of the Parish Noticeboard. 
 

 Geoffrey Cox MP will be holding a surgery in Woolsery Sports & Community Hall on the 12th August from 
11am to 1.30pm.  Councillors to attend if possible. Ralph is sending the Clerk details. 

 
10.0 Planning 
 
1/0598/2019/FUL – Erection of detached garage, 25 Auction Way, Woolsery. 
It was noted that the footprint of the garage is of a significant size, the height is unknown, and could have a 

significant detrimental impact on the visual amenity from the surrounding properties 
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1/0018/2019/FUL – Erection of 21 holiday lodges (affecting a public right of way), Brackenside, Bucks Cross. 

Cllr Spittles left the room. 

It was agreed to resubmit previous comments, and add the following: 

 This development, situated in the Parish of Woolsery, is not in the public interest.  

 

 The proposed development will further destroy the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, UNESCO 

Biopshere Reserve and Coastal Preservation Area.  Due to the importance of the site it should be 

protected, with no further development on this or any other site in the AONB, UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve or Coastal Preservation Area. 

 

 There is no proven need for an additional 20 four-bedroomed units. The applicant themselves state that, 

when carrying out research in June 2019, they were able to find availability for similar accommodation at 

the end of July 2019 (peak season) in 7 out of 12 holiday parks in the area. This research also ignores the 

number of locally-owned smaller, high-quality, holiday lets within the parish which already encourage 

‘staycations’ and directly contribute to the local economy. 

 

 Diversification can be achieved by upgrading many of the current units to meet the claimed need for 

more ‘high-quality’ accommodation.  

 

 The proposal is for a major development in the Parish, moreover the village of Bucks Cross; the site is 

already overpowering and has a detrimental impact on the quality of life of those living in Bucks Cross. 

The siting of 20 four-bedroomed units is the largest development in the Parish of Woolsery for more 

than a decade if not decades and must be dealt with as a major development. In context, the village of 

Bucks Cross, which has approximately 62 homes, an application for 20 new four-bedroomed units is a 

housing increase of some 30%: a major development. 

 

 The existing site is already saturated with 412 units and far too large and overpowering.  This expansion 

to the site further denigrates the attractiveness of the location for tourism.  The view is that any 

additional development represents the further creeping urbanisation upon the small village of Bucks 

Cross, which only has 62 homes 

 

 Whilst work has been carried out on the sewage system, it is not clear whether there is enough capacity 

to efficiently service a further 20 units.  Residents continue to raise concerns regarding the current smell 

emanating from the onsite sewage system, which should be investigated. 

  

 The parking capacity on the existing site is overstretched, this further major development, where units 

have four bedrooms, will further exacerbate the issue. The applicant should be required to put plans into 

place to provide sufficient on-site parking for all vehicles (staff and visitors) at peak season.  

 

 The data relating to job creation is misleading, the proposal is for a mere 3.03 permanent FTE jobs, 

which will have minimal direct local impact.  There is no evidence to support the claim that 10+ indirect 

jobs will be created in the parish. Furthermore, as the resort is an all-inclusive resort in respect of onsite 

facilities (e.g. shop, pub, restaurant, etc.), there is no evidence to show how the development will 

benefit the local economy or community since visitors have no need to leave the site.   
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 Despite the national trends in the housing market the Parish of Woolsery has seen an upturn with 

houses selling for above the asking price within two weeks of going on the market; the local, parish, 

economy is already growing with increasing employment available in the parish. There is no local need 

for this development.  

 

 The proposal of a small pond and orchard (location of the latter is unclear) will not replace the wildlife 

already destroyed on the site, neither measure will conserve, or add to, the landscape and scenic beauty 

of this Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, UNESCO Biopshere Reserve and Coastal Preservation Area. 

There are no environmental public gains. 

 

 The development is not sensitive to Brackenside, the Grade II listed building adjacent to the proposed 

major development.  

 

 The proposed plastic construction and concrete slab bases is not deemed to be of a high-quality or 

sensitive to the location. The expansion does not respect the character of the countryside nor can it be 

viewed as a sustainable development.  

 

 The proposed development does not enhance the quality or diversity of the local tourism offer, since the 

development is not of a high-quality nor does it increase diversity of experience on offer to tourists.  

 

 It is reported that many facilities on the site are not accessible to wheelchair users or those with mobility 

issues.  It is recommended that an independent accessibility assessment is carried out and the owners 

make the necessary changes required under the Equality Act 2010. 

 

 This planning application (1/0018/2019/FUL) and 1/0335/2019/FUL form part of the overall 

development for Brackenside.  Therefore, and as previously noted on 1/0335/2019/FUL, the Parish 

Council fully endorses and supports the comments made by the Conservation Officer: 

 

It agrees that the proposal to separate the land from the house is not considered to preserve the setting 

of this heritage asset and so should be resisted as contrary to guidance in paragraph 96 of the NPPF and 

16 (section 66 for the planning application) of the Planning (Listed buildings and conservation areas) Act 

1990. 

 

It also agrees that the separation of the house from its grounds demeans the status of the house which 

historically and currently possesses its own grounds commensurate with a gentleman’s residence 

(Vicarage). The survival of the walled garden and ancillary buildings form part of the historic evidence as 

to how the building functioned as a vicarage with the open area to the east of the house being open area 

linking the function of the former vicarage to the church further to the east. 

 

 Woolsery Parish Council has requested that the District Cllrs for Hartland call in the application for 

scrutiny as well as undertake a site visit.  
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1/0541/2019/FUL – Creation of two new crossings from the Farmers Arms & The Primary School to the new 
permitted walkway to the south of Woolsery manor lawn along with improvements to the public realm.  
Farmers Arms, Woolsery. 
Cllr Lucas-Odgers left the room. 

Comments included: 

 Concerns were raised with regards to the level of the path.  It was assured that the level will be the same 
as the kerb height with no rise.  There will also be a dropped kerb for the disabled. 

 The bollards highlighted on the drawing, will be there to prevent parking on the crossing.  This will also 

improve the accessibility for the bus. 

 The pavement opposite the school playground will become a grass area.  It was questioned who would 

be responsible for the maintenance. 

 The grit box will need to be relocated or adjacent to its current position. 

 Concerns were raised with regards to the long-term ownership of the pathway should the Manor be 

sold. 

 It was questioned whether Manor wall would be removed.  This will remain in place with the pathway 

behind it, which will be lit. 

 Once the work has been completed the crossing will be adopted by DCC Highways, hence why there has 

been a compromise on the materials used. 

 The Parish Council endorse the comments made by Matt Cole, Headteacher of Woolsery Primary School, 

regarding a safe walkway for children. 

Comments to be submitted  

The Parish Council fully supports the planning application, fully endorsing the comments made by Matt Cole, 

Headteacher at Woolsery School. The future plans will enhance the safety of the centre of the village 

Areas for consideration include: 

 Due to the development being within the centre of the village, developers and contractors should be 

sensitive to noise, respecting parishioners and neighbours. 

 Any work carried out onsite should be carried out within day time working hours, which must be strictly 

adhered to. 

 Traffic and heavy plant coming into the Parish should be a quickly and quietly as possible, minimising any 

disruption to the Parish. 

 During the construction of the crossings the roads in the centre of Woolsery will be closed; Stagecoach 

will divert their services through Manor Park, and other vehicles will use this route as a diversionary 

route.  It is requested that the applicant takes steps to reduce the damage to the verges in Manor Park 

and is required to make good the verges once the crossings are completed. 

 The potential relocation of the existing grit box must be considered 

 The Parish Council also noted that whilst the Manor was owned by Mr and Mrs Birch, it appreciated that 

the privately-owned pathway would be open to the public and be maintained to a good standard. 

However, if the Manor were ever sold, concerns were put forward, from bitter experience, that a new 

owner may not be as conscientious, and either remove the public access or fail to maintain the pathway.  

The Parish Council have asked that if such a situation arose, could Mr and Mrs Birch include an 

‘easement’ clause that would in some way obligate a new owner to preserve the public access to the 

pathway and to maintain the pathway to a standard that makes it fully accessible to all? 
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11.0 Progress of Highways Issues 
 Key Parish Roads, including routes list, roads for repair and identification of dairy farms –Cllr Hamilton has 

updated the route map, and will circulate to Cllrs.  Cllr Harding and Cllr Heywood will mark the dairy 
farms.  Once complete the plan is to submit to Highways. 
 

 Lane Mill Bridge – The bridge is in a poor condition with loose stones on the left hand side. Action:  The 
Clerk to report to Highways. 
 

 Update on road from Ashmansworthy to Bradworthy – Email from Cllr Parsons, stating that Highways had 
inspected the road, but could only identify a couple of potholes. Cllr Parson requested precise details of 
the location. Action: The Clerk to forward correspondence to Bradworthy PC. 
 

 Landowners article re: ditch clearing – Sent to the Parish Newsletter. 
 

 Faded signs request from Highways – Cllrs had none to report at present time.   
 

 
Woolsery 

 Dipple Flooding – Cllr Hamilton has spoken to the Landowner, who states that their responsibility ends at 
their hedge line, and that Highways has cleared the ditches on the road side of their hedge line for the 
last 20 years.  However, it was noted that the buddle holes needs addressing. Action:  Cllr Hamilton will 
follow this through with Julian Roskilly. 

 

Bucks Cross 

 Fencing at Bucks Mills – An email from the Woodland Trust confirms that they may be able to make a 
one-off contribution towards the replacement of the wooden fencing.  How more details are required in 
terms of costs, and when we anticipate the work being carried out.  Those present agreed to pursue with 
the project.  Action:  Cllr Hamilton and Cllr Spittles to walk the patch, having an understanding of 
requirements, before approaching Mike Smith for a quote. 
 

 Flashing 40mph Light – A parish cannot put them on the Highways without permission and there are 
hoops to jump through.  A lot is data based, and there has to be significant speeding over the 85th 
percentile for it to even be considered. Costs for the flashing signs are in the region of £5000, plus 
maintenance.  Suggestions going forward include sharing a mobile flashing sign with Abbotsham once 
purchased.  Julian Roskilly is also happy to come out and facilitate a speed gun session with two 
councillors at a time.  Action:  The Clerk to liaise with Julian Roskilly arranging a speed gun session 
 

 
Road Closures 

 Primary School to Duerdon Cross – 21st – 22nd August, to install water pipe. 

 Notification of application from Kier – Captain Brooks Cross to Hardings House Cross, Cranford, from 
24th – 28th October. 
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12.0 Parish Signage  
Woolsery Village Signs – The quotation received from Highways is £1889, budget in place of £2014.00.   Cllr 
Spittles proposed to authorise the signs, seconded by Cllr Harding.  All in agreement. 
 
Disposal of old Woolsery Village Signs – The Clerk to liaise with Julian Roskilly, arranging a suitable place to 
leave. 
 
Finger Posts – Julian Roskilly has visited all finger posts sights and is working on a quote for the next meeting. 

 
13.0 West Town – Auction Way PRoW stile repair 
This has been reported by Cllr Ashworth. 

 
14.0 Woolsery Hall & Bucks Cross – Replacement Defibrillator Boxes 
Martin from the Community Heartbeat Trust has visited both sites, he states that both cabinets are beyond 
reasonable repair.  He has suggested to replace them with 2 x ShockBox Rotaid heated and unlocked 
cabinets at a cost of £450.00 + vat each.  The Parish Council will require Alan Millman to check the electrics 
for certification purposes. 
 
Total net cost is £900.00, funding secured £790.00, leaving a difference of £110.00.  There are funds 
available from the defib maintenance budget to cover the above. 
 
Cllr Ashworth approved to proceed with the above, seconded by Cllr Lucas-Odgers.  All in agreement.  
Action:  The Clerk to place an order. 

 
15.0 Parking in the Parish (Cllr Hill) 
No further update. 

 
16.0 Co-option of Parish Councillors (two remaining vacancies) 
Letters requesting co-option onto the Parish Council have been received from Sharon Hill and Vicky Hastings.  
Cllr Harding proposed to co-opt both Sharon Hill and Vicky Hastings, seconded by Cllr Ashworth.  All in 
agreement.  Action:  The Clerk to write to both. 

 
17.0 Finances 
Payments to be authorised 
a) Lisa Hutchings, June 2019 - £343.41 
b) HMRC 20%, June 2019 - £85.85 
c) Hartland Parish Council - £45.814 – shared stationery costs 
d) Mr M Smith - £250.00 – Bucks Mills Sign 
e) Woolsery Sports & Community Centre - £42.00 – Hall Hire 
f) Thomas Westcott - £318.00 – Audit Fee – Agreed via email. 

 
Cllr Hamilton proposed to authorise items a,b,c,e and f, seconded by Cllr Ashworth. All in agreement. 
Cllr Spittles proposed to authorise item e, seconded by Cllr Ashworth.  All in agreement. 
 
Income received and Bank Account Balance 
Current account - £8942.11        Reserve account - £14,560.73 
 
 

18.0 Correspondence 
a) Thank you letter for the annual grant was received from All Hallows Church 
b) Statement dated 15th July was received from Mr Willetts. 
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19.0 Publications received  
Were available to look at prior to and after the meeting. 
 
20.0 Reports from County Cllr, District Cllrs and Parish Cllrs 
No report from County Cllr. 

 
District Cllr Harding 
 Will be attending a TDC scrutiny meeting, where Andrew Butler (NFU) and Andy Bell (Biosphere) have 

been invited to attend. 

 Now sits on the AONB & Lundy Marine Reserve 

 TDC have adopted the Global Warning Crisis, therefore auditors will be looking at what can be done to 
improve Torridge 

 North Devon Hospital are struggling with recruitment, therefore Torridge & North Devon are working on 
promoting the area and lifestyle. 

 Cllr Dart has been visiting other County Councils and is working on improving connectivity with 
broadband and mobile signal. 

 
Parish Councillors 
Cllr Spittles 
Had sent photos with regards to damage caused to the fencing and 40mph sign at Bucks Barton.  These were 
passed onto Highways, who have been on site and removed the damaged 40mph sign.  The stretch of road 
has been dangerous, with large vehicles turning or reversing off the A39 into the shared entrance with 
Whitehouse Farm, it is important to have the repeater sign. Action:  The Clerk to liaise with Highways. 
 
Cllr Hill 
Will be attending the Youth Club celebration on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 
 
21.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

20th August 2019 at 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall. 

 

 

 


