
Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the 
16th January 2017, 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall 

 
1.0  Attendance 
Cllrs:  Hamilton (Chair), Medd, Hill, Heywood, Ashworth, Taylor and Spittles. 
County Councillor Inch 
Member of the public. 
 
Apologies 
District Councillor Julian 
 
 
2.0 Public Comment Session 
Mrs Bonnefin 

Thanked Highways and the Parish Council for the pothole works carried out between the 

bungalow and the end of Dipple Lane  

It was noted that in Dipple Lane there is a large area of standing water; stretching approximately 

30ft. Unfortunately it has been like it for weeks. 

Potholes – Ash Mill and going further up the hill, towards Bradworthy Parish.  Some potholes 

previously addressed have started to break up.  From discussion, Cllr Hamilton stated that from 

the description given the potholes have been ‘jet patched’ by Highways, which maybe the reason 

for the deterioration.  Action:  Cllr Hamilton to liaise with Highways regarding any plans for hot 

filling potholes in the area. 

 

3.0 Declarations of Personal/Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda. 
Cllr Hamilton and Cllr Medd declaration an interest for item 11d Parish Grants. 
 
 
4.0      Minutes of the previous meeting to be signed and approved as a true and accurate record 
Cllr Heywood asked whether the Parish Council were also going to explore the option of the WEST 

element in the new Parish signs. Action:  The Clerk to clarify with Highways and chase for the 

revised quotation. 

The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record, signed by the Chair. 

 

5.0 Clerk’s Report 

TAP Fund 2018/19 – Deadline February 2018 – Following the decision in December, the Clerk has 
sent an email to Parkham and Hartland Parish Council to see whether there is a need for a project 
to address fingerposts. 
 
Parkham Parish Council stated that there were happy to support Woolsery Parish Council with the 
idea of finger posts with the caveat that Woolsery Parish Council support the project of a speed 
warning sign at Horns Cross. 
 



Following decision the proposal from Parkham Parish Council was agreed.  Action:  The Clerk to 
submit the application by the required deadline.  
 
6.0  Planning  

Applications 

1/1247/2017/FUL – Proposed extension and alterations to farm house to include new sewage 

treatment plant.  Leworthy Barton, Woolsery.  Response by 17th January 2018 

Woolsery Parish Council raised no objections regarding the application. 

 

*1/1252/2017/LBC – Two storey extension, external and internal alterations.  Demolition of 

existing pigstys, kennel outbuilding and garaging and construction of new timber framed garage 

and store (affecting a public right of way) – Leworthy Barton, Woolsery.  Response by 24th January 

2018. 

 

*1/1252/2017/FUL – Two storey extension, external and internal alterations.  Demolition of 

existing pigstys, kennel outbuilding and garaging and construction of new timber framed garage 

and store (affecting a public right of way) – Leworthy Barton, Woolsery.  Response by 24th January 

2018. 

 

For planning applications * Woolsery Parish Council were in agreement with the response from 

Martin Caddy (DCC), questioning how the public footpath (11) would be re-routed.  If this is the 

case a separate planning application must be submitted. 

 

 

7.0  Progress of Highways Issues 

 Lengthsman – request with DCC Highways for list of works to ensure no overlap between their 
work and use of TAP fund (Cllr Hamilton). 

No further routine drainage work is due to be carried out by Parish Lengthsman. The Parish Council 
has a budget of £1680 for drainage and ditching work.  

 
When submitting the TAP application for 2016/2017, a quotation was obtained from Smallridge. 
This was based on digger hire at £33.20 per hour for drainage work. Smallridge is a Chapter 8 
contractor and therefore covered to work on the Highway.  The Chair noted that Highways had 
previously quoted £260 per day. 

 

Potential works included, Dipple, as well as the two corners at Bucks Cross before turning off to 
Merry Harriers.  If there were any other sites, which required attention, please email the Clerk. 

 

Action: The Clerk to obtain revised quotations from both Highways and Smallridge (as above). 

 

 Request with DCC Highways regarding their Policy on how often our roads should be surfaced 
dressed, or resurfaced (Cllr Hamilton) 

Still outstanding 

 
 
 



 Any other road maintenance/repairs scheduled for 2017/18 affecting the Parish (Cllr 
Hamilton) 

No updates. 

 

 A39 Road Closure – Diversion Manor Park Signs (Clerk) 

Response from Highways states “Hardening the area would most likely have the unintended 
consequences of worsening the problem through parking. 

 

Unfortunately there are no funds available for the installation of temporary barriers.  The best 
solution would probably be the flexible verge marker posts which could easily be knocked into 
position as and when required.  Suppliers such as JSP have these available for around £25 each 
although there is a minimal order quantity. 

 

Highways would have no objections to the Parish placing such flexible marker posts at Manor Park, 
they would need to be highways specifications confirming with R1 EN12899-1 class R2 reflectors.” 

 

Councillors were concerned as to whether the flexible markers would get damaged by large 
vehicles. It was questioned whether Highways should be asked to place “No Parking” cones on the 
opposite side, which would allow large vehicles to come through during the A39 road closure.  

 

It was also suggested that during the A39 road closure signs could be placed at either end of 
Manor Park, which direct traffic away e.g. access only for residents. 

 

Cllr Inch is due to meet Julie Pepworth next week and will raise this issue, asking Highways to place 
“No Parking” cones (as above), as well as it was also questioned whether Highways would pay for 
any damage done to the Kerb. 

 

Action:  The Clerk to email Cllr Inch in advance of his meeting with Julie Pepworth.  

 

 

Woolsery 

 Reflective markers for turn to Woolsery close to Clovelly Roundabout, or replacement of 

directional sign indicating Woolsery turning improving visibility turning off the A39 near 

Clovelly roundabout towards Woolsery (Cllr Hamilton) 

Waiting for the cost of a new directional sign.  Action:  The Clerk to chase Highways for quote. 

 

 Extent (and lead time) of works to be carried out on drainage in Woolsery village/Copper Hill 

(Cllr Hamilton) 

Drainage works on Copper Hill will be carried out week commencing 12th February 2018. 

 

 Maidsmoor to Duerdon Cross subsidence update 

A cone has been placed on the issue! But no further work carried out. Action:  Cllr Hamilton stated 

that she would chase Highways. 

 

 



Bucks Cross 

 Drop down kerb A39 –  (Cllr Hamilton) 

The Clerk has requested site of the two designs including their associated costs. To date these have 

not been received.  Cllr Inch is helping with this and will be liaising with Highways.   

 

 Traffic Calming Gates – (Clerk) 

The Traffic Calming Gates are planned to be installed during the A39 road closure. 

 

Road Closures 

15th January – 19th January – Road from middle Huddisford past Huddisford cross, Woolsery.  
Closed due to patching works. 
 
Temporary Speed Limits 
31st January – 9th February  -A39 Bucks Cross (no restrictions during weekends) of 10 miles per 

hour. This is to enable drainage works in advance of resurfacing. 

 

8.0  Bucks Cross Village Hall – The Long Term Future (Response from DALC) Cllrs Hamilton & 

 Spittles 

Following discussions it has been agreed to remove this item from the main agenda. The Parish 

Council will wait until further notification from the Hall Trustees. 

 

9.0  Appropriate Affordable Housing Survey (Cllr Hill) 

Action:  All councillors to provide feedback on the Survey to Cllr Hill.  The aim is to distribute 

these in March 2018. 

 

10.0 District Cllr Fund (£1000) available in the Parish 

Woolsery Primary School is in the process of submitting an application. 

 
 
11.0 Finances 

 

11.a Payments to be authorised 

a) Lisa Hutchings, December 2017 - £313.97 

b) HMRC 20% Tax, December 2017 - £78.49 

c) Woolsery Sports & Community Hall (Hall Hire, Nov & Dec) - £28.00 

d) Woolsery Sports & Community Hall (Hall Hire, Planning Meeting) - £8.00 

e) Stacey’s Christmas Trees - £84.00 

 

Cllr Medd proposed to authorise items a to e, seconded by Cllr Ashworth.  All present in favour. 

 

11.b Income received & Bank Account Balance 

Current account - £9556.99  Reserve account - £8295.17 



11.c Quotes to be authorised  

 Highways revised quotation for replacement Woolsery Village Signs x 4, including separate sign 

“twinned with” x 4  

 Highways budgetary cost for finger posts  

Action: The quotes above were not received, the Clerk to chase. 

 

 

Chris Wills – Trimming of the Chestnut Tree, Manor Park.  Quote received 16/01/2018: 

 

Tree 1 Old Market Drive, Woolsery  - Total Cost £336.00 

This larger of the two trees requires slight crown lifting and an all round crown reduction, cutting 

each branch to a suitable growth point in order to reduce the overall size of the crown yet 

maintaining a natural shape and the trees long term health 

 

Tree 2 Old Market Drive, Woolsery  - Total Cost £216.00 

This tree requires some crown thinning and rebalancing by reducing at suitable growth points long 

protruding branches. The crown will also be reduced in size again cutting to suitable growth points 

in order to create a natural shape and maintain the trees long term health. 

 

Decision:  At present there is not enough budget to cover the cost of both trees, therefore Cllr 

Hamilton proposed to authorise a budget of £336.00, subject to identifying the correct tree and 

location.  Seconded by Cllr Hill.  Those present were in agreement. 

  

Affordable Housing Survey – Postage cost for return mail   

Action:  The Clerk is waiting for the housing list from TDC, once received a quote will be 

obtained. 

 

11.d Parish Council Annual Grants 2018 – To be approved 

Declaration of Interest:  Cllr Hamilton (Bideford College LAB on Loan) and Cllr Medd (All Hallows 

Church). 

 

Grant letters were received from nine organisations, seven within the Parish. 

Those within the Parish included, Woolsery Youth Group, Woolsery Over 50’s Armchair Aerobic 

Class, All Hallows Church, Bucks Cross Hall, Woolsery Guiding Support Group, Woolsery Tiny Tots 

and Woolsery Badminton Club. 

Cllr Spittles proposed to authorise the above seven local grant applications of £150.00 each.  

Seconded by Cllr Hill.   

Those outside included, Torridge CAB and Bideford College LAB on Loan. 

Following discussion it was agreed to support the application from Torridge CAB. Bideford 

College LAB on Loan was not supported.  Proposed by Cllr Ashworth, Seconded by Cllr Hill. 



Cllr Heywood abstained from voting 

11.e Setting of the Parish Council Precept 2018/2019 – To be approved 

Following a difficult decision it was agreed to raise the Parish Precept from £11,669 to £12, 000, an 

increase of 2.73%.  Proposed by Cllr Ashworth and seconded by Cllr Hill.  All in  agreement. 

 

12.0 Correspondence 

A letter was received from MAT Electrics, which offered the option of ongoing maintenance at a 

cost of £83.00 per year.  Action:  Cllr Hill to discuss with Robin Edmonds. Agenda item for next 

meeting. 

 

13.0 Publications received 

These were available prior to and after the meeting. 

 

14.0 Reports from County Cllr, District Cllr and Parish Cllrs. 

County Councillor Inch 

 The decision for Phase 1 of the North Devon Link Road is looking good, this will be funding of 

approximately £93 million. 

 The work on the expansion joints on the Torridge Bridge is going ahead. The western end will 

take place later in the year.  Each end is costing £800,000. 

 At present Torridge District Council collect business rates, of which is divided between Devon 

County Council, Torridge District Council and Central Government. Devon County Council is in 

the process of submitting a tender, which would allow the Central Governments proportion in 

2019/2020 being kept and managed by Devon County Council. This would be in the region of 

£10 million. 

 Devon County Council is in the process of setting budgets. 

 Bad weather is holding up some of the works on the Highways. 

 

Parish Councillors 

Cllr Spittles – Response from Sue Squire (Parkham Parish Clerk) following the emailing to Cllr 

Pincombe.  This was updating Parkham Parish Council about the old road, including the accidents 

at Bucks Cross. The issue continues with cars speeding along the back road. 

Cllr Spittles asked whether a planning meeting would be arrange for the Bucks Cross application.  

Action:  The Clerk to arrange. 

Cllr Hill – Reminded Cllrs about the Survey. 

 

 



15.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

20th February 2018 at 7.30pm at Bucks Cross Village Hall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


