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Minutes of Woolfardisworthy Parish Council held on the 
18th December 2018, 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall 

 
1.0  Attendance 
Cllrs Hamilton, Spittles, Hill, Heywood and Medd. 
District Cllr Julian 
Member of the public 
 
2.0  Apologies 
Cllr Ashworth. 
 
3.0  Public Comment Session 
None 

4.0 Declarations of Personal / Prejudicial interest for items on the agenda 
Cllr Medd declared an interest for item 14 Parish Council Grants – All Hallows Church 
 
5.0 Minutes of the previous meeting to be approved and signed as a true and accurate record 
The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record and were signed by the Chair. 
 
6.0 Clerk’s Report 
a. Natwest Online Banking – Cllr Hill to take ID evidence to Natwest, Barnstaple before the next 
meeting. 
 
b.  Communities Together Fund 2018/2019 – Also known as the TAP fund, deadline for submission 28th 

February 2019. The Clerk asked Cllrs to consider project ideas and the Clerk to liaise with Parkham PC.  Once 

suggested was more salt bins within the Parish. 

c. Parish Precept – Deadline for submission is the 25th January 2019. A draft budget has been circulated 

for consideration, following decisions at tonight’s meeting, the Clerk will update and recirculate prior to the 

next meeting. Cllrs to put forward to Clerk suggested 2019/20 Parish projects. 

d. Devon County Council – Maintenance Community Enhancement Fund - Grass Cutting.  DCC has 

approved 25% of year one costs.  Further applications can be submitted on an annual basis. 

e. Snow Warden Scheme – The Parish Council website has been updated with information. 

f. Annex (Lower Town Farm) – Nigel Marshall (TDC) wrote to Mr Fletcher in October to remind him the 

chalet must be removed.  Mr Fletcher’s solicitors responded and it should be removed in the near future. 

 

7.0 Planning 
 
Applications 
1/1265/2018/FUL – Change of use of site to B8 including extension to building. Phoenix Interiors (SW) Ltd, 

Phoenix House. Bucks Cross. Concerns were raised with regards to the increase in the volume of vehicles and 

the potential impact on a busy highway. 

1/1820/2018/FUL – Retrospective retention of agriculture silage barn to camping barn.  Lane Barton, Leisure 

Barton, Woolsery.  There were no comments regarding the application. 
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1/1256/2018/FUL – Renovations and alterations.  The Smithy, Woolsery.  Should the application be approved, 

the Parish Council recommends that it should be subject to the following: 

 The Highway in front of the property is a through road in the Parish, therefore there should be no 

restrictions in terms of scaffolding or deliveries. 

 

Decisions 

1/0852/2018/FUL – New staff car par in connection with village centre business on existing disused land.  

Proposed new security cameras and lighting. Land at Copper Close, Woolsery.  Application granted. 

 

8.0 Highways 

Cllr Hamilton met with Cllr Inch in the Parish on the 7th December 2018, updates below: 

 

Ashmansworthy 

Dipple Lane (Road condition and flooding).  It was noted that part of the road, either side of Dipple bridge has 

been surfaced dressed and in good condition.  However, the road from Ashmansworthy to Dipple was often 

poor and flooded.  It was known that DCC Highways are in contact with the landowner who may need to deal 

with drainage.  The offer from the Parish Council was once again put forward, to use £1500 from its TAP 

2017/2018 funding, to improve the drainage in this area. 

 

Woolsery 

Manor Park – Vehicle over-riding grassed area – The need to make a small edge of the verge to hard standing 

was discussed.  Cllr Hamilton did not envisage the hard standing encouraging parking due to width of road.  

Action:  Cllr Inch to request budgetary cost and possibility of setting aside 2019/2020 budget/grant subject to 

cost. 

Repair Huddisford Cross to Duerdon Cross erosion and subsidence – This work has been completed. 

Road from Huddisford Moor to Middle Huddisford Farm – The road condition is affecting businesses, this has 

been raised by farmers and parishioners, who have reported it to Highways several times, to be told there 

was no budget available 

Cllr Inch noted the poor condition of the road leading to Middle Huddisford, along with minor repairs to the 

road having been made in the previous two days – though more severe damage to the highway was left 

untouched.  Cllr Inch commented that the highway outside Middle Huddisford Farm was amongst the worst 

he had seen.  Cllr Hamilton informed Cllr Inch that the farmer has tried to maintain the condition of the road 

in the past (to help fellow businesses), but had been instructed by DCC Highways to desist from doing so. 

 

Manor Park to Copper Close – The condition of Manor Park leading towards junction with Copper Hill was 

noted rough and not conducive to a village centre road.  Cllr Hamilton asked if Cllr Inch could make it a 

priority to improve.  The junction has been suggested to be added to Cllr Inch’s list of target roads early 

2018.  Cllr Inch commented that Devon County Council had been given a further £18.5m by central 

government for road repairs. 
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Harris Straight – The road condition between Clifford Gate/Forest and Harris Cross was noted by Cllr Inch.  

Cllr Hamilton informed Cllr Inch that the road was due to be surfaced dressed before March 2019.  Cllr 

Hamilton raised concerns that due to the condition of the road the surface dressing must not be removed 

from the 2018/2019 DCC Highways budget/agenda as other roads in the parish had done so in the past and 

caused harm to local businesses.  Cllr Hamilton commented that the road had not been resurfaced or 

surfaced dressed for around some 20-25 years. 

 

Bucks Cross 

Drop down kerb A39 – The need for dropped kerb and refuge to cross the A39 was reviewed.  The existence 

of dropped kerbs on north side of the Bideford side of the crossroads was noted, though not between the 

bus stops.  The kerb and crossing changes required to facilitate the crossing on the Bude side of the 

crossroads were also noted.  The need to introduce dropped pavement kerbs and hardstanding pathways 

were examined, along with safety sight lines in order to cross the A39.  

It was noted that the cost of the crossing could be less by utilising the existing dropped kerb on the north 

side.  Cllr Inch has agreed to contribute towards budget to scope refuge ad dropped kerb and to put the 

request to HATOC in February 2019. 

 

Verge Damage – Cllr Inch and Cllr Hamilton noted the poor state of the verge at the corner of the Bucks 

Cross  junction that turns to Woolsery village, this despite no official or unofficial diversions having been in 

place.  It was agreed that verge reinstatement was required and to trial verge markers on junction. 

 

Verge Damage (Cranford Bend)  -  The condition of the verge on the road from Bucks Cross to Cranford, bend 

just after turn off to Merry Harriers was severely flood on the day on the meeting.  Due to the flooding, the 

issue of the kerbs and damage could not be viewed or fully discussed.  However, Cllr Inch said that they 

would report the flooding issue which could be the result of poor drainage. 

 

40mph zone at Bucks Cross progressing request with DCC Highways to move zone to Bideford side of slip road 

to Walland Drive – Cllr Inch noted that he put forward the move of the 40mph zone to be on the Bideford 

side of Atlantic Academy.  The Parish Council had put forward the need to move the same zone to the 

Bideford side of Walland Drive.   Concerns were raised by Cllrs with regards to the 40mph zone having less of 

an impact at the turning to Walland Drive if extending the zone to commence to the Bideford side of Atlantic 

Academy.  It was agreed to review the traffic on the A39, discussing this item at the January 2019 meeting.  

The Clerk to ask Cllr Inch to attend the next meeting, so that he can discuss his thoughts on moving the zone 

prior to Atlantic Academy. 

 

Gully and stream clearance, Bucks Mills – Cllr Spittles stated that this will continue to part of a regular review. 

 

Bucks Cross to Bucs Mills – Chevron Bend – The need for chevrons on the 90 degree bend road from Bucks 

Cross to Bucks Mills was examined by Cllr Hamilton and Cllr Inch.  It was suggested if a chevron sign could be 

placed on the existing telegraph pole.  Action:  Cllr Inch to put request to HATOC in February 2019. 
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A39 lighting outside Atlantic Academy – Cllr Hamilton raised the comments from local residents regarding the 

lighting levels outside Atlantic Academy. Following discussion it was agreed to: 

a) Write to Atlantic Academy regarding their policy with regards to overnight lighting. 

b) Write to DCC Highways requesting evidence that the lighting levels on the A39 are reduced as 

previously agreed in a letter from Mr Collins. 

Road Closures 

Woolsery Primary School to Duerdon Cross – 7th and 8th February 2019 from 06:00am to 13:00pm – To 

enable safety for engineer to work in underground structure. 

 

9.0 Parish Signage (using secured 2018/2019 funding of £2014) 

Woolsery Village Signs – DCC Highways has agreed to “Welcome to Woolfardisworthy”, with Woolsery 

underneath.  Woolfardisworthy West cannot be used.  Action:  Julie Pepworth will redraw the signs, there 

may be a slight increase in cost due to the size of the sign, but will confirm by Friday 21st December. 

 

10.0 East Park Bench – Plaque (Cllr Hill) 

To be completed. 

 

11.0 Appropriate Affordable Housing Survey (Cllr Hill) 

There has been 100+ responses from the Parish.  Cllr Hill is due to take the questionnaires to Devon 

Communities Together, so that they can undertake the analysis.  Cllr Hill thanked all for helping with the 

delivery of the questionnaires. 

 

12.0 Parking in the Parish – Old Market Drive (Cllr Hill) 

A quote from Western Power Distribution has been received, which includes the work to disconnected and 

move the electrics pillar on the green.  The total cost of the work including VAT is £3,829.97, which is valid 

for 90 days. 

The next stage is for Cllr Hill to discuss with Torridge District Council with regards to the works and if there 

is any funding to support the project.   

 

 

13.0 Old Market Drive – Bench repair update (Cllr Hamilton) 

Will be carried out as soon as possible by Mike Smith. 
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14.0 Finances 

Payments to authorise 

a) Lisa Hutchings, November 2018 - £311.97 

b) HMRC 20% Tax, November 2018 - £77.99 

c) Robert Stoneman – Grass Cutting - £1260.00 

d) Stacey Christmas Tree - £89.00 

Cllr Medd proposed to authorise items a, b and d.  Seconded by Cllr Hamilton, all in agreement 

Cllr Medd proposed to authorise item d.  Seconded by Cllr Spittles, all in agreement. 

 

Income and Bank Account Balances 

Income – Devon County Council Community Enhancement Fund - £600.00. 

Current Account - £13,917.04  Reserve Account - £8301.36 

 

Parish Council Grants 2019 

As detailed above Cllr Medd declared an interest for All Hallows Church and did not vote. 

Applications from within the Parish were received from: Woolsery Primary School, All Hallows, Youth 

Group, Bucks Cross Hall, FOWS, Woolsery Junior Football Club, The Good Companions, Tiny Tots and the 

Badminton Club. 

Application received from outside the Parish included; SW Heritage Trust, Torridge, North, Mid & West 

Devon CAB and Mid-Devon Mobility. 

Following discussion it was agreed to support the following: 

 Woolsery Primary School, All Hallows, Youth Group, Bucks Cross Hall, FOWS, Woolsery Junior Football 

Club, Tiny Tots and the Badminton Club a grant of £150.00 each. 

 As requested The Good Companions were supported with a grant of £100.00. 

 Torridge, North, Mid & West Devon CAB a grant of £150.00 

 SW Heritage Trust a grant of £50.00 

 Mid-Devon Mobility application not supported 

Cllr Hamilton proposed to authorise the local applications, taking All Hallows Church separately.  

Seconded by Cllr Hill.  All were in agreement. 

Cllr Hill proposed to authorise the grant for All Hallows Church, seconded by Cllr Hamilton.  All were in 

agreement. Cllr Medd abstained 

Cllr Hill proposed to authorise the grant for Torridge, North, Mid & West Devon CAB.  Seconded by Cllr 

Spittles.  All in agreement. 

Cllr Heywood proposed to authorise the grant for SW Heritage Trust.  Seconded by Cllr Spittles.  All in 

agreement. 



6 
 

15.0 Correspondence 

Mr Willetts letters 25th November and 9th December.  Woolsery Parish Council responded in writing on the 

13th December 2018. 

 

16.0 Publications received 

These were available to look at prior to and after the meeting. 

 

 

17.0 Reports from County Cllr, District Cllr and Parish Cllrs. 

County Cllr – No report 

 

District Cllr Julian – Cllr Julian has written to Jon Hart at Devon County Council regarding the Highways, 

awaiting a response. 

 

Parish Cllrs 

Cllr Medd – Reported that there were issues regarding the collection of the refuse bags.  This has hopefully 

been sorted again. 

Cllr Hamilton – Stated that the cats’ eyes from Clovelly Roundabout to Milky Way had not been replaced, 

where the patching works had taken place.  Cllr Julian stated that he had informed Highways. 

 

18.0 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

15th January 2019 at 7.30pm at Woolsery Sports & Community Hall. 


